Tfluing in his Converſion, f 
dreadful State of 

do eminent Piety and Virtueue. 
En: Cee for general Benefit, e yt NC 
the Redeemer's Honour, eſtabliſh, i improve, aud 
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3 b ejoiced in Spirit, and faid, 7 thank Thee, 


Lord ef Heaven and Barth, that thou h, bid theſs Things + 


5 — the wiſe and prudent, ard haſt revealed them unta 
Bale eren fo, er for fot it Jeemeth goed? in thy ot. 
5 Luke x. 21. 
hs Baſe Things. 0 the World, and Things which are deſpiſed. 
Bath God c. o/en, yea, and Thin s rohich-are not io bring. 
to nought Things which are © 127 1 no Fleſh: 
N in his Preſence. 1 Cotin. i. 28, 992. 
I hzbis is no mortal Work, Ds of mine, © 
= be Nor Art's Effect, but done by Feed: Divine, 25 
ee „ e. 
mk SEE Atze Ep hives. es, WET > 5 35 bY 
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5 . comfort. his faithful Followers. of 
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To the ESE 7 meg to in EW 1 
Things, eſpecially the. Cummunic ants, 
many of you poor in this World, rich in 
Faith, and Heirs of the Kingdom which 
God bath gromiſed to them that love 
Fim. 5 | 


5 HERE a appears a hl Suits 
: 7” 5: bleneſs in dedicating the enſuing. 
8 fa: 9 Work to you, my endeared Friends, 
* Ee bor am I not your Servant for Jeſus 
He 8 & ſake, bound in Seaſon and out of 
halt to labour for you, and Watch for 
your Souls as one who muſt give an Account 
to him who hath made me your Overſeer ? — 
This Work may be looked on as one of thoſe 
Services laſt mentioned, and it is the rather 
inſcribed to you becauſe it may ſerve as a Mo- 
nitor in my Place and Stead, when ever the 
great Lord of the Vineyard ſhall call me off, 
to. ſtir you up, and put you in remembrance of 
the moſt important Concerns, the ſame which are 
deſcribed by St Peter in the firſt Chapter of 
his ſecond Epiſtle. 
As 1 dest your Acceptance hereof as a Mark 
of undilmbled NEE, ſo 10 * that you 


A 2 uſe 


uſe it to anſwer the Ends *tis. deſigned for, 
which are ſummarily theſe ; to excite you to 
give Glory to God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, for the amazing Work of Love, — 
to take Courage at the View of ſuch Mercy, 
| — to be more reſolvedly the Lord's, and in 
conſequence to fight with more Faith, and Hope 
of Succeſs againſt the Fleſh, the World, and 
the Devil. — Or in a Word, that you may 
give all Diligence to the full Aſſurance of Hope, 
when you ſee in this Convert, ſuch Thirſt after 
Knowledge, ſuch Application to Prayer *, 


ſuch 
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It may greatly affift devout. Chriſtians in this 
Exerciſe, if they read Expoſitions on the Lok D's 
Prager ; and it they frequently peruſe the Apoſto- 
tical Prayers following; Eph. i. 15. to 20.—iii. 14, 
to the End. Philip. i. q. 10, 11. — Colefe i. 0, 
10, 11, 12; — 1 Theſfſ, iii. q, 10, 11, 12, 13. 
'X The. v. 23. — 2 The. i. 11, 12. — 2 Thefſ. 
ii. 16, 17. — Hebr, Xiii, 20, 21, — 1 Peter. 
v. 10, IT. But, as for weak Chriſtians and new 
Converts” (to uſe the very words of excellent 
Biſhop Milbins, in his Diſcourſe concerning the 

"Gift of Prayer; which Piece deſerves diligent 

reading) „Who have not their Hearts enlarged 

« with an Ability to expreſs their own Wants and 

c Deſires, tis both lawful and convenient for ſuch 

5 «to help themſelves not only in their Families, 
„ but even in their ſecret Performance of this | 
* Duty, by] the uſe of ſome good Book, or pre- 1 

555 x «© ſcribed : 


* ws 


( 7 


ſuch” ſacred Regard for the holy Scriptures: 
when you obſerve his Reverence for the Lord's 


: „ 


* 


— — * 9 E _ = 


esc ſcribed Form, untill, by farther Endeavour and Ex + 
cc perience they attain unto this Gift, — [ ze. to 
pray without Form.] — But — for any one 
© ſo to ſet down. and fatisfy himſelf with his 
&« Book-Prayer, or ſome preſcript Form, as to go 
© on no farther, this were ſtill to remain in his 
te Infancy, and not to grow up in his new Nature: 
& This would be as if a Man who had once need 


© of Crutches, ſhould always afterwards make uſe 
* of them, and ſo neceſſitate himſelf to a conti- 


ce nual Impotency. Tis the Duty of every Chri- 


c ſtian to grow, and increaſe in all the Duties 


6 of Chriſtianity, as well Gifts as Graces; to 
© exerciſe, improve, &c, Now how can a 


e Man be ſaid to live ſuitable to theſe Rules, who 


„ does not put forth himſelf in ſome Attempts 

„and Endeavours of this Kind? He adds, „And 
„ then, beſides, how can ſuch a Man ſuit his 
„ Defires unto ſeveral Emergencies? What one 
<« ſays of Counſel to be had from Books, may be 
5 fitly applied to this Prayer by Book; That *tis 
„ commonly of itſelf ſomething flat and dead, 
«© floating too much in Generalities, and not 
particular enough for each ſeveral Occaſion. 


There is not the Life and Vigour in it to en- 


<< gage the Affections, as when it proceeds imme- 
e diately from the Soul itſelf, and is the natural 


Ex preſſion of thoſe Particulars, whereof we 


4 are molt ſenſible,” . He obſerves, „That to 
cc. jeer 


(ir) 


| Day, bis Delight in Chriſtian 8 | 


and ſocial Prayer, his Concern that his Chil- 


dren might be early inſtructed in the Principles 
of Chriſtianity, his melting Compaſſion for 


their Souls, and of all others about him, his 
unwearied Improvement of precious Time, ex- 


emplary Patience and Submiſſion under weigh- 


ty Sorrows, Charity and Love to all the Lo- 
vers of Chriſt, Mortifiedneſs to this World, 
Zeal for the Homer of his God and Saviour, 

and growing Meetneſs for Heaven: That, 
when you ſee theſe Things in his Life, you may 
labour to copy them in your own, acting the ſame 


Part for your ſelves and your Children, with hum- 


ble and chearful Dependance on Almighty Aid. 


T had Thought to have mentioned many Mo- 


tives to excite your Diligence, from the late 
moſt gracious Deliverance God has wrought 


for theſe Lands, from the Mercies granted 


thts Neighbourhood, preſerved once and again 


| within a few Years, when in eminent Danger 


from contagious Diſtempers, from the ſad 


Conſideration of the Spread of Irreligion, and 


other 


—S_} 
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<< jeer or - deſpiſe this Gift by the Name of Ex- 
„ tempore Prayer, and Praying by the Spirit, is, 
&« for the moſt part, a Sign of a prophane Heart.“ 

— This is the Judgment of that Ornament of 
the Church of England : See his Diſcourſe of the 


Heh of Prayer, Pag. 10, 1% 1%, 


other Arguments: But in the Interim, caſting 


1 8 


my Eye occaſionally on a Dedication of the 
eminent Mr James Fanetvay to his People “, 
J was ſo ſtruck with the Fruitfulneſs and Force 


of what is there ſaid, that I choſe to borrow 
from it, not knowing how to expreſs myſelf 


ſo well. His Words are as follow: I fhall 


K GK K a K K a a a 6a 6a Aa A 6 


deſire this of you, as my dying Requeſt, that 
you would oft read this Book for my ſake ; 
and practice it for your own ſake. Bre- 


thren, Time is ſhort, our Work, our Maſter, 


our Wages, are great, and not to mince the 
Matter, we have yet done little, God knows 


too little, little to what we ſhould, little to 


what we might, little ro what others have 
done; and nothing to what Chriſt hath done 
for us : Nothing to what Reward we look 


for, and nothing to what God deſerves. — 


Now at laſt let us mend our Pace; inſtead 
of creeping let us run; inſtead of ſleeping, 
and dreaming let us awake, work, and 
ſweat. In a Word, inftead of being formal, 
ſight, and lazie, let us be ſpiritual, ſerious, 
and active, Begin in your Hearts [with 


greateſt Induſtry] turn out vain Thoughts, 


away with every Height, and the Sin that 
| = do 
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* The Saint's Encouragement to Diligence in 


Chriſt's Service, with Motives, Ec, 


— 
* 


1 3 0 <P 


R K A A AA 


GK a A „ A A A NOS 


1 


„ „ 4 


* 


475 h > 60 26h hen, Sh, rob,you me of ous = 
Strength, your Evidences, your Peate, and 


Wound your. Conſcience, or, leave you half 


dead. Keep your Heart with all Diligence, 
for from thence are the Iſſues of Life and 
Death. — Be much in your Cloſets and act 
Graces nobly in ſecret Duty; then wreſtle, 


and let no! God go without a Bleſſng. Oh, 


take heed. of forgetting, or being e 
ry and light in ſecret.- Duties] Let me tell 
you the moſt of Religion is an internal 


Bhing..; and, if that fail here, the. whole of 


your Profeſſion ſignifieth 46 T hen 


be active in your Families. Remember that 


corrupt Nature, which was drawn out of 


your: Loins, begins to be active by Times. 


The Devil and wicked Ones vill be induſtri- 
ous to poiſon and murder your Children 


and Servants ; and your utmoſt Diligence is 


too little conſidering what is hazarded. 
Then be active in your Places for God; 
ſhine in a crooked and perverſe Generation: 


be meek, [merciful, charitable, ] wile, faith- 


ful, zealous, conſtant. Forget not me in your 
earneſt Prayers, that I may have a thouſand 
Times more Love to God and Souls, and 
that I may have more Grace, more Gifts, 
more Succeſs. And, Brethren, I would 
peach while I live, when J die, and when 


dd; for this Cauſe I leave theſe Lines to 
teach 


* 


VVT 
© teach you view 1 am ſilent in the 
© Duſt,” 

Thus far that eminent Servant of Cris ; 
what ſhall I add after this, to draw you- my 
dear Friends, to abound. in the Work of the 
Lord? I might remind you that bis Town was 
once moſt renowned for Knowledge in the 
Scriptures *, more like a Univerſity than a tra- 
ding Town (and this was when it's Trade was 
moſt flouriſhing) and for practice alſo of good 
Works. I might move you to an holy Ambi- 
tion by the Conſideration that Hadleigh was one 
of tlie firſt Places in England that was reform- 
ed from Popery. That in bloody Queen Ma- 
's Days, Dr Rowland Taylor was one of the 
frit that boldly oppoſed her wicked Deſigns, 
and died an heroic Martyr for Goſpel Truth, 
the Memorial of which is kept up among you 
in Stone, and Braſs to this Day, I might re- 
mind you farther, that during that worſe than 
ſavage Perſecution there were many Lovers of 
the Lord Jeſus in theſe Parts, who did not 
count Life ſo dear to them as his Honour, fo 
that within twenty Miles Circuit of this Place, 
above thirty were burnt to Death. And in che 


laſt Age how was this Neighbourhood illumi- 
B nated 
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* See Fox's Acts and Monuments, Vol. III. 
pag. 137 | 
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| (vi | 
nated with Stars of the firſt Magnitude ; ( Ro- 
gers, Newcomen, Stofton, Fairfax, Burkit, Sc. 
See -Calamy*s Abridgm.) and many rejoiced in 
their Light: O that the Glory may not depart 
from our Borders! O for boly Zeal, that our 
Churches may ſhine in the Beauty of Holineſs, 
to the Praiſe of him, who holdeth the Stars 
in his Right Hand! I might come nearer yet, 


and remind you how God was pleaſed to ho- 


nour one of your own Society, not many Years 
ago, (Mr Jonas Row, of Kerſey *) making 
him inſtrumental, as I'm well informed, for 
the Converſion of ſome of you, and the Con- 
viction of many more. From all theſe Things, 
what can be plainer than that God has long 
diſcovered a fpecial Care of, and Love to, this 
Part of his Vineyard? O therefore ſee to it, 
that you bring forth the Fruits of Righteouſ- 
neſs, leſt you provoke him to ſay, as in the 
Prophet //aiah, c. v. 1 — 7. Wherefore when 
I lacked it ſhould bring forth Grapes, brought it 
forth wild Grapes ? — I will take away the 
| Hedge 
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* *T'is very remarkable this holy Man, tho” a 


Lay-man, and unable (by Reaſon of a Hair-lip, 


and no Palate) to ipeak plain, yet by Prayer in 
his Family, and repeating Sermons to ſuch who 
came to him. by good Advice, and an holy exem- 
plary Life, was honoured of God to do great Good 
to many: as Perſons living do now atteſt, 
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by Feſus Chriſt, unto the Glo 


( ix ) 


Fudge thereof, and it ſhall be eaten up. — It 


fhatl not be pruned nor digged, but there fhall come 
up Briars and Thorns, I warn-you of theſe 
Things, O ſee to it that you receive not the 
Grace of God in vain! Parents, Maſters, 
Children, Servants! If you have any love for 
your Souls, any deſire to have the Goſpel con- 
tinued among you, and become effectual to your 
Salvation; if you would be ſanctified by the 
holy Spirit, and juſtified by the Blood of Chriſt, 
and be received at laſt into Glory, then be 
diligent in improving the Advantages you enjoy, 
and ſeek the Glory of God and the Redeemer with 
all your might, — 1 can only exhort, the Lord 


_ himſelf incline you to it, and grant that your 


Love may abound yet more and more in Knowleage 
and in all Fudgment, That ye may approve Things 
that are excellent ; that ye may be fiucere and 
without Offence till the Day of Chriſt. Being 
Filled with the Fruits of Righteouſneſs which are 
ry and Praiſe of 
God, — The Prayer of 0 


Your Affectionate, ibo Unworthy Paſtor, 


A 7, 
1746-7. = —- 
: | Iſaac Toms. 
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"Here can be no need of an Apology for 
making theſe Memoirs publick, ſince 
they carry inſtamped upon them, as 


it were, ar Hymn of Praiſe to the ſacred Three, 


and there is Reaſon to hope, will make many 
true Chriſtians triumphantly ſay, Grace, Grace ! 
The Perſon who is the Subject Matter of them 
was of all Men the moſt unlikely to have his 

Name regiſtered to the Glory of the Redeem- 
er (as will be ſeen), but God's Ways of pro- 
ceeding are not our Ways, nor his Thoughts 
our Thoughts. He who ſeparated St Paul from 


his Mother's Womb, and was pleaſed to re. 


veal his Son in him, when a moſt furious 
Perſecutor, and Blaſphemer, the ſame viſited 
this poor ignorant, and profene Cripple (long 
accuſtomed to do evil) and called him allo by 


his Grace, The Author's deſign in the Per- 


formance is to diſplay the divine Perfections, 


ſhew forth the Worth of the Saviour, and the 


Sandifier, and relate ſuch Things as that when 
the bumble hear thereof they ſhall be glad. He 
has endeavoured allo to point out the Improv- 
ment which Readers of various Characters 


ſhould make of this Event; all who read may 


find their Concern herein. 


HFque Pauperibus prodeſt, Locupletibus æque, 
Af que neglectum Pueris, Senibuſque nocebit. 
Hor, 


Perhaps 


(xi) 

Perhaps it may be thought tho? the Deſign 
be good, the manner of executing it is not the. 
beit choſen, — It is owned there is no regard 
had to Neatneſs of Compoſure, Exactneſs of 
Method, Sc. But whether what is of more 
Importance be not better provided for, is ſub- 
mitted to better Judges. — The Compiler 
wiſhes to write as a dying Man to hoſe who 
are dying, and therefore would loſe no fair 
Opportunity of ſtriking when he Iron is hot, 
becauſe it may ſeem out of Place, or Repetition. 
But has he not the greateſt Example for this ? 
Do not the Teachings of the Son of God run in 
this Channe] ? Did he put off the Application 
of important Points till he had curiouſly wound 
up his Diſcourſe ? Or did he break in upon 
his Hearers, when their Minds were enlightned, 

with Motives to touſe and win their Paſſions ? 
Who that will read the following Paſſages 
can help being affected with our Lord's Con- 
cern rather to awaken and engage the Souls of 
his Hearers, than to pleaſe and charm them. 
Malt. vii. 712. Matt. xxiv. 42, to the end. 
Mark ix. 42, to the End, were in the com- 
paſs of a few Verſes he repeats often the ſame 
Things. So Tube xi. 5—14. and Chap, xv. 
1— 11. and oftener ſtill in John vi. 26-66. 
and how frequently did he ſummon Attention 
by ſaying, He that hath Ears to bear, let him 
Hear. There are interſperſed ſeveral Poetic 
Quotations as appearing. ſubſervient to the Ends 
in view (not ſo much for their ſuperior Beauty) 
and being of Opinion that /acred Poetry is one 
| | | of 


„ 
of the moſt friendly Companions of true Reli- 
gion, The Proteſtant Cauſe in it's Infancy 
was exceedingly promoted by Pſalmody, and 
repeating divine Hymns, which Exerciſes, to- 
| gether with Prayer, were for ſome Time all 
that the Perſecuted did in their ſecret Meetings 
for religious Worſhip ; and to this Day we ſee 
by the Saltsburgbers, how dear the Practice is 
to them. I own it is a Wiſh that all Minds, 
and eſpecially of Youth, were well ſtored 
with ſuch Treaſure inſtead of the baleful Songs, 
and Paſſages from Plays, which are at the fame 
Time Fire and Fuel to the Corruptions of Na- 
ture. — It is offered to the Conſideration of 
religious Writers whether interſperſing well 
choſen Lines, and Paragraphs from the moſt 
elegant Pieces of Devotion, may not be ſome 
Antidote againſt that Poiſon. „„ 
It is pleaſing to obſerve, that this Day 
abounds with many ſuch Pieces ſuited to the 
more nice and polite Taſte of ſome Readers. 
How ſublimely devout Mrs Rows Contem- 
plations? What a chearing evangelical Spring, 
is Dr Watts's Muſe ? How charming are the 
Meditations among the Tombs, &c, How pun- 
gent and improving are N:yght-Thoughts £ How 
important Self Knowledge ? And what a Field 
enriched is Riſe and Progreſs of Religion in the 
Soul ? lt delights a ſerious Mind to find 
Men of ſuch Genius ſo employed, and, tho? 
God is to have all the Glory, ſuch Benefactors 
to our holy Religion deſerve grateful Praiſe 
from us, and I ſuppoſe many find while read- 
ing 


| a0 | 
ing them, a Diſpoſition to render it. This I 
own for my ſelf, and therefore thus expreſs it, 


Hail Men of God | all-bright Emmanuel's Friends 
With pious Wiſb my Muſe reſumes her Pen, 
(Long hid in Lethe's Shade) for ſuch as you 
Freſh Unctions from the holy Paraclete 5 
Attend you thro this dreary Maze of Life 


may the Lord Feſus virtuate the following 
Narrative ſo that the Compiler may have the 
like Wiſh from many; then tho? this Work be 
very imperfett, it will not be «nprofitable, for he 
that ſo wiſhes for another 1s likely to receive 
the Bleſſing in his own Boſom. — I have been 
ready to envy a practical Writer in Divinity 
who ſuited himſelf to the loweſt Claſs of Rea-. 
ders more than any polite Author I am ac- 


quainted with, — The Author of Compaſſionate 
Addreſs to the Chriſtian World, has more in 


him ſuited to gain on the Paſſions, and Af- 
fections of common Readers whilſt he inſtructs 
them, than (in my Judgment) any other 
Piece in our Language. There is ſuch melt- 
ing of Soul in himſelf, that it es his 
Reader as 1t were (if he has any Softneſs) and 
wins ſurprizingly on his Affections. The 
Piece was compoſed by. as ingenious and learn- 
ed a Man as moſt in his Day, and his Works 
ſufficiently Praiſe him. — He laid aſide in 


this, every concern but the Salvation of periſh- 
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ing Sinners, and the Glory of God and the 
Redeemer, and for this glorious Cauſe he, as 
one would think, «wept his Soul out in Affection 
and Love. This is the rather mentioned here, 
becauſe God was pleaſed to do good by it to 
the Believing Peaitent whoſe Life is before us, 
and becauſe by much Fxperience I have found 
it (having been made Steward by Divine Pro- 
vidence for diſperſing many hundreds of them) 
favoured. with the Savioyt*s Smiles to the great 


Benefit of very many: — The making this 
Publick ſeems a Debt; and at the ſame Time 


offers a ſtrong Excitement to Miniſters, who 
deſire to be ſucceſsful, to cultivate an Affectio- 
nate Concern for periſhing Souls, rather than 
Niceneſs of Expreſſion, and a Name for Oratory. 
No Meſlengers of Chriſt ſo likely to be proſ- 
pered as thoſe who nail their Glory to his 


Croſs, — = 


For he will honour thoſe who honour him, 


but thoſe who deſpiſe him ſhall be Agb efcenr. 


ed, by thoſe whole Eſteem is of moſt Value, — 


c 


Pious diſpoſed Perſons who diſperſe practical 
Pieces among the Poor (and fine, the great 
Deliverance it's hoped this Lemper will increaſc) 


will not be able to find what is better adaptecl 


to low Capacities. — May all theft good 
Deſigns be proſpered of-God, to the bringing 
in many to Chriſt Jeſus who, ſhall ſhine as, 


and with the following Convert, Stats forever, 


= i 


and ever | 


Mr Reynolds's Compattionate Addreſs, &c, re- 
commended above, is printed for R. Fett in the 


"2 


Poultry, Price Cd. or 45. 6d, per Dozen, - 
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SHINING ' CONVERT: 


0 i 
Riches of Divine Grace, 
r if. 4 


Being Memoirs of Gop's gracious Deal 
2 Ge. 


3 Seeger was born in the 
> Pariſh of Ker/zy, in the Coun- 
; ty of Suffolt, about the Year 
6 1703, of poor Parents, and 
brought up in Ignorance, and 
3 Unacquaintedneſs with the 
Scripture and the Principles of 
Religion. He was not taught to read when 
Young, and remained unable all his Days, 
When he entered on the Marriage Life he 
was match*d to a Perſon under the like unhap- 

Circumſtances ; and as the Children gre 
up they alſo were neglected, not one in the 
Family being able to read a Chapter intel ligi- 
bly in the Word of God when his IlInèſs 


firit ſeized on him. — He was a Man naturaly 
C 25 Strong 
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Strength beyond all due Degree. This I am 


Labour: The Pain and Weaknefs ſpread till 


laſt he became unable to Walk or Stand alone, 


| By this grievous Calamity he was brought 


x 2 }.* e 


Strong and Robuſt, fit for 1 and went 
thro? much in the Way of his Employment, 
which was Hufbandry; in which he had not 
the ſight, and {kill which moſt have, and 
thro* want thereof his Days Labour, when he 
wrought with other Men, was much more 
than theirs; by which Means he exerted his 


aſſured of by a good Judge, is to be looked 
on as the remote Cauſe of his Death. — The 
firſt Attack of Illneſs was a violent Pain, which, 
ſeized him-between the Shoulders, and iſſued 
in depriving him of the Uſe of his Arms for 


at Length he loſt all the Ute of his Hands, 
and Arms (which appeared withered) and at 


and was a Cripple as helpleſs as a Child. 


with all his Family to live on the Pariſh, and 
from thence received Three Shillings and Six 
Pence a Week for himſelf, Wife and ſeven 
Children, (two of which were Toins, at the 
Mother's Breaſt,) the eldeſt about fourteen 
Years of Age. Belide theſe he had a Son two 
Years older out at Service. This Afiftion 
came upon him in the midſt of Life and 
Strength, juſt entring upon his fortieth Year, — 
As to his Character with Reſpect to Religion 
and Morality, during the Time of his Health, 
I relate it only from Report; tho? in general 
confirmed to me by his own 'mournful Confeſſi- 
ans, when awakned from his Sleep of carnal 
Security, 
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Security, and brought to newneſs of Life. 


He had been a Perſon who might be properly 
called an open and groſs Sinner, tho* not to 
the higheſt degree; being, beſides all his neg/e#? 
of God, - his Saviour, and his Soul, (which 
yet ſure is awful enough) a Profaner of God's 
ſacred Name in Oaths and Curſes, in Fits of 


Paſſion ; and frequently a Violator of the Sab- 


bath, miſpending that ſacred Time according 
to his corrupt Inclinations. His Temper allo 
and Carriage in his Family was known to be 
bad, and contrary to Kindneſs, and Peace, and 
this without any Provocation. — Tho? his III- 
neſs was upon him Three Years, it confined 
him to his Houſe but about a Year and half, 


'and during the Time that he could go, he 


went to Church, and uſed to ſay a few Words 
daily in Prayer by rote, and this he thought 
was all he had to do for his Soul. — To give 


'an Account of the Blindneſs of his Mind would 


yeild Aſtoniſhment ; and indeed it aſtoniſhed 
him when his Eyes were opened. He would 
cry out, I knew nothing! And he owned in- 


 genuouſly to ſomepious Friends, that he knew 


nothing of God or Jeſus Chriſt, till our firſt 
Acquaintance, and it will be thought ſo by all 
who . conſider that he judged he had done 
enough for Eternity when he had faid a few 
Words over. —— That he knew not that he 
had any Sins to beg Pardon for, but thought he 
lived as well as he ought, That he uſed 


the Creed as a Prayer even after his Convicti- 
ON, — That he was concerned to know whether 


62 | Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt was not above God, becauſe the 
Creed ſays, he ſitteth on the right Hand of God 
the Father Almighty, &c. Theſe, which I 


relate from undoubted Authority, yeild Evi- 
dence ſufficient, that he was more void of 


Knowledge than many Heathens, — Add this 
culpable Ignorance to his Profaneneſs, Paſſion, 


Sc. — And by theſe Fruits the Tree is known, | 


without any need of faying more. — Indeed 
when all is ſaid of the evil Actions of any 
wicked Perſons Life, the worſt is yet behind, 


which is the Heart Apoſtacy from God, the Heart 


Enmiiy, Sc. Which produces in Thoughts, 
Schemes, Imaginations, Deſires, Sc. a thou- 
fand Fold more in Number (and perhaps 


greater Crimes) than can in Fact be charged 


on any wicked Perſon living. — _ 
Let us proceed to conſider how this ignorant 


and enſlaved Sinner, to all appearance eternally 
loſt and undone, let us conſider how he was 


ſnatched as a brand out of the Burnings, and 
how the wonderful Love of God, the Compaſſions 
of the Saviour, and the Energy of the holy Spi- 
rit combined and ſhone forth in his Conver- 


ſion, and after Sanctification. Let us do this 


that ſo God may have the Glory of what he 
has wrought, and we with Wonder, Delight 
and Gratitude ſay. — The Lord hath ſpoken, 
and hath done it, Ezke. xvii. 24. Or in Dr 
Wattss Lines, 


5 2 : 


(5) 
We raiſe our Father's Name on high, 
© Who his own Spirit ſends f 
To bring rebellious Strangers nigh, 
And turn his Foes to Friends. 
| H. B. II. 159. 


And here I ſhall confine myſelf within the 
Limits of my firſt Acquaintance with him, 
which was about November, 1745. The firſt 
 Vilit was only as to a poor Man in melancholy 
Circumſtances, with ſome Advice for his bodily 
Diſorder: however, at parting 1 ſpoke in a 
ſerious manner to him about getting ready for 
the Fudgment Day, and he ſeemed to regard 
well what was ſaid, Not long after this I was 
deſired to viſit him by one who informed me 
that he was greatly afflicted with a Sen/e of bis 
Sins, and the Apprehenſions of Eternity. 
There is Reaſon to think that this Perſon's 
Converſe with him had been made Preparative 
to theſe Convictions. Upon Converſation with 
him it appeared that his Eyes were opened, and 
his Heart wounded deeply with the Sight of his 
paſt Crimes, and the Views he had of appear- 
ing before God. So juſt is the Remark of the 
admir'd Author of Night Thoughts, ſpeaking of 
Conſcience, awakened at Death's Approach : 


O give it leave to ſpeak ; *twill ſpeak &er long, 
$ Thy leave unask'd : Lorenzo ] hear it now, 
While uſeful it's Advice, it's Accent Mild 
© Tho” ſilent long, and ſleeping ne'er ſo Sound, 
* Smother'd with Errors, and oppreſt with Toys, 
That Heaven-commiſſon'd Hour no ſooner calls. 
— . . « But 
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But from her Cavern in the Sou]'s Abyſe, 
Like him they fable under Ætna whelm'd, 
£ The Goddeſs burſts in Thunder, and in 1 25 
Loudly convinces, and ſeverely Pains.— 


; Men may live Fools, but Fools they cannot die. 
Might Fourth, 


No if never before, yet in that Hour they 
will wiſh, let me die the Death of theRighteous, 
let my laſt End be like his. Numb. xxili. 10. 
Guilt ſtared him in the Face in an awſul 
Manner; when he looked back he ſaw rotting 
but a whole Life of Ignorance and Eſtrange- 
ment from, and Oppoſition to, God; when 


he looked forward, he apprehended Death 


haſtening towards him, and bringing him in- 

to the Preſence of the Almighty and Holy Being 
againſt whom he had been ſinning all his Days. 

— Theſe Conſiderations were fo ſet home 


upon his Soul, that it plainly diſcovered the 


Holy Spirit's Work of Convicton was wrought 
in him. — He was ſoon tried, and caſt in 
his own Breaſt, and this by the Light of Rea- 


ſon and Voice of Natural Conſcience, for of 


Chriſtianity he knew little, if any Thing, at 
this Time. Under this fore Burthen and Diſ- 
treſs of Spirit, by which he was bowed down, 
I ſpent ſome Time with him in Prayer, and 
giving ſuch Counſel and Advice as appeared 
moſt proper in his Condition; and pointed 
out ſome Portions of God's holy Word to be 
read to him by his Neighbours, who would do 
that kind Office for him, (particularly I/ lin.) 
recommending, at the ſame Time, a religious 


Book 


| 
Z 


Seaſon, 


Curiſt, he was toſſed ſtrangely in his Mind, 


to} 
Book (The Sanctuary of a Troubled Soul) which 
J had put into his Hands. He ſhewed much 


Thank fulneſs and Satisfaction, and deſired to 


be prayed for, as well as with, and that I 
would again come to ſee him, The Viſits 
were repeated (and continued ordinarily every 
Week to the Day of his Death) and, as af- 
ſiſted by Grace, 1 ſought to ſpeak Words in 


During theſe hisSoul was greatly engaged in 


Attention, and there is good Reaſon to believe 
God was pleaſed by theſe Means to advance 


the good Work begun, and to ſtill the ſtor- 


my Billows which rolled over him, and were 


likely to have ſunk him into Deſpair or Death, 
— But he was not ſo ſoon, or ſuddenly brought 
into a State of Peace, as to make it a Queſtion 
whether he was converted or not, —— Many 
pious Friends viſited him frequently, to read 
to and inſtruct him, and his Weeks of bitter 


Mourning, and Self-Accuſations were many 


nor did he find Peace dawn upon him 'till he 
gained more Knowledge, and became acquaint- 


ed with the Lord Feſus, as the great Sacrifice, 


and Peace-Maker ; and underitood that he had 


ſbed his Blood for the Salvation of Sinners; but 


of this we ſhall ſpeak more hereafter, 

During the Time of this Harp Anguiſh for 
his Offences againſt his Almighty Governor, 
(whom he expected ſhortly to be his Judge) 


thro' Unacquaintedneſs with the Goſpel Me- 


thod of ſaving true Penitents by Faith in Jeſus 


and 


1 


l locked on every Bunde Help; =— At 


firft he aimed at Comfort from the Conſide- 
ration that he had not been ſo great & Sinner as 
fome others, (but this was like a Covering 


which he could not wrap himſelf in) that he 
had ſinned thro* Jgnorance and Want of better 
Acquaintance with the Will of God, &c. 


Hereupon he was in Danger, by hearkening 
to the Advice of ſome as little knowing as 
himſelf, of palliating all his Crimes, and de- 
ceiving himſelf, leaving Chriſt the only ſure 
Foundation, and precious Corner Stone laid 
in Zion by God, (J xxviii. 16.) to build on 
hs own Hay and Stubble to his endleſs Ruin, 
For, in devout Herber's Words, 


* What ? Is he not he Rock out of whoſe Side 
© Thoſe Streams of Water — Blood run forth? 


The elect and precious Corner- ſtone well try'd ?-- 


But it pleaſed God to prevent this, and in part 


fo, by the ſeaſonable and judicious Diſcourſe of a 
Chriſtian Friend that often attended him, which 


was ſo impreſſed upon his Heart, that he 
ſcarce ever after uſed the like Argument, — 
He told him, had his Sins proceeded from 


neceſſary and unavoidable Ignorance, then indeed 


they had been extenuated, and he might hope 
they would not be laid to his Charge: but 
he ought to conſider whether he had not had 
Means of Inſtruction, and might not if he would 
(e. g. by the religious Obſervation of the Sab- 


bath, Sc.) have n more of the Will of 
| God. 


God. — In a Word he found his Pleas would 


not hold for Juſtification in the Sight of him 


Who ſearcheth the Heart. And therefore 
it ſtill remain'd the moſt affecting Thought, 


how he ſhould ſtand before him, — He was like 
a Man 'Thunder-ſtruck,, and could not lay 
aſide this Conſideration, (as his frequent ſpeak- 
ing thereof.ſhewed) how he ſo great a Sinner, 
© ſhould be able to ſtand before God. — So 
long as he continued a Stranger to the precious 


| Redeemer, his Days and Nights were doleful. 


He made his Bed to ſwim, and water'd his 


Couch with his Tears . He was even near to 


D Diſtraction 


— 
> 


* Tt is ſubmitted to the Judgment of the Learned, 
whether theſe Words of David in P/. vi. 6. are not 


deſigned to expreſs his inceſſant Sorrows, by Day as 


well as Night. —— The Original fairly admits of 
ſuch a Senſe, and @)Y is certainly thus uſed for the 


5 Bed or Couch for Reſt and Enjoyment by Day, on 
which they allo feaſted (Sce Amos vi. 4.) — This 
| Obſervation is confirmed in that ſome of the Learned 


render the Word into Latin by Spenda, which bas 


the Signification of a feaſting Couch, 


| Aulæis jam ſe Regina ſnherbis 
Aurea compoſuit Sponds, - mediamque locavit. 
Se | Ene. I. 697, 0608 


I have not found any Expoſitor taking the Paſſage 


in this Senſe, which appears yet to me the beſt in 
point of Fulneſs of Meaning, I weep *till Tm al- 
* moſt drowned by Night, and when I repoſe on 
my Couch by Day, iny Tears flow afreſh, and 
* mingle with my Food,” — E/. xlii. 3. may il- 
luſtrate this, 1 | 
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go beyond in ſome Reſpects. — 


0 10 : 


© Diftradtion (weeping almoſt perpetually) which 


his tender Wife was for ſome Time much 
afraid of. Every Refuge failed him, and tho? 
the Mercy of God was ſet to his View, thro? 
Jeſus, yet till he underſtood better who be 
war, and what he had done and ſuffered, and is 
now doing in behalf of believing Fenitents, he 
receiv'd no ſolid Comfort. tie was however 
greatly altered in his Temper and Practice: 
Became very exact in obierving Morning and 
Evening Prayer, and very frequently repeated 
his Frayers, ſaying all the religious 'T hings 
(which indeed were but few) he had learned 
by Heart, - ſix or eight Times in a Day, or 
oftener. rie became alſo a moſt devout Re- 
verencer of the ſacred Name of God, and of 


his Day, and his Temper was changed into a 


Lamb-like Meekneſs, and the Patience of 


Job “. — But all his Sorrow for Sin, all his 


Reformation 


— — 
* 


1— ——— 
6 


*I would beg the attentive Reader to obſerve 
from henceforward to the Death ef this Perſon, 
whether his Life may not be called a practical Com. 
menten the Six Directions following, well known 
in the World; O that they were more attended to! 
— He was made acquainted with them ſoon after 


bis Convictions began, judge by the Sequel whether 


he did not, by divine Grace, as far as his Circum- 
ſtances admitted of, practiſe well upon them, and 


- 


Begin and end every Day with humble and earneſt 


Prayer to God, thro' the [nterceſjion of Jeſus 
Chrift. | 
| Read 


— 
= 


(11) 
Reformation could not compoſe his Conſci- 
ence, and make him look Death in the Face, 
or think of appearing before the holy and righ- 
teous Fudge, without Terror. But at length 
he was enabled (the Lord opening his Heart as 
he did Lydia's, Acts xvi. 14.) to attend to 
an offered Saviour, and to ſee his Suitableneſs 
for thoſe who are weary and heavy laden under 
a Senſe of their Crimes. — To inſtruct him in 
the Knowledge, and perſwade to an Accep- 
tance of, and Subject ion to the Lord Feſus was 
the main Thing I kept in View; ard God 
who commanded the Light to ſhine out of 


| Darkneſs, ſbined into his Heart, to give him 


the Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of 
God, in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, 2. Cori”. iv. 6. 
And one muſt apply here the Apoſtle's Words 
Tit. iii. 4, 5, 6: After that the Kindneſs and 

Love 


V 5 

Read carefully, every Day, ſome part of the Holy 
2 and examine your Heart and Life 
y it. | 

Avoid, as much as you can, al! wicked. Company, 
and all Temptations to Sin, and be ever in the 
Way of your Duty. | 

Keep the Lord's Day moſt religiouſly, both in pub- 
lick and private. | 

Think often, and ſeriouſly, that God's Eye is al- 
ways upon you; and that you are continually 
haſtening to Death and Judgment, and to Heaven 
or to Hell. | h 

Labour with all your Might to do your Duty; 
depend on God all = while for Aſſiſtance = | 
_—_ thro* his Spirit; and Acceptance thro! 
is Son. | | | 
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Love of God our Saviour toward Man appear- 
ed not by Works of Righteouſneſs which he 
had done, but according to his Mercy he faved 
him, by the waſhing of Regeneration, and re- 
newing of the boiy Ghoſt, which he ſhed on 
bim abundan y thro? Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. — 
As he had tried all other Expedients (which 1s 


the cominou Caſe with Sinners; one looks to 


be juſtiued by laſtii g twice in a Week, by Pe- 
nance perhaps, or his good Works, and it were 
wel! if ſuch were found only among Papiſts; 
anciker for his Party Spirit and Zeal for, or 


againſt what is of little Moment whether it be, 


or be not; anutner for his Repentance, and 
outward Reformation, Sc.) this Perſon had 
tried to be ſaved allo without being indebted ta 
the Saviour; but he could not ſtand before 


God's Pucegerent in his Breaſt, much leſs before 
the Tribunal of Chriſt, He found he could 


not, and therefore hearkened the more cloſely 
to what was ſaid of being juitifed by Faith 
in the Lord Jeſus. He ſoon ſaw the Love of 
God in this wonderful Contrivance for ſaving 
the chief of Sinners thro* the Obedience and 
Sufferings of his Son, I would expreſs his 
Wonder and Love for him in the Lines of the 
admired Evangelical Poet, — 


© Oh, Loveof znfinize Degrees ! 
 Unmeaſurable Grace 

* mutt Heaven's eternal Darling die 
Jo fave a Trait'rous Race? — 


« Oh 


6 Oh for this Love, let Earth and Skies 
With Hallelyahs ring, 
And the full Choir of human Tongues 
+ All Hallelujahs ſing. 5 


Dr Watt's Hymns B. II. 96. 


_ — He found nothing contrary to the natural 
Ideas he had (and what Ideas he had were 
chiefly from the Light of Nature) concerning 
God's Per fections in the Doctrine of Chriſt 
being the Ranſomer, and the Propitiation. He 
could not be ſaid to have receiv'd this from 
Education, and ſo prejuduced in Favour of it; 
for he knew nothing of it till this Time, but 
found he wanted it, and no ſooner underſtood, 
than with Wonder and Love embraced it. He 
therefore expreſſed his Wonder often to thoſe 
about him, at the Love of God ſhewn in the 
Method of recovering of a fallen Creature to 
his Favour and eternal Happineſs, by the 
Death and Suffering of Feſus.— This which 
unhumbled and ſenſual Sceptics deride, and 
proud Moralifts ſpurn from them, the broken 
| hearted Penitent, after his Attempts to do with- 
out, finds all his Satisfaftion in. From roving 
Abroad, and hovering here and there, as the 
Dove when ſent out from the Ark (Gen. viii. 8.) 
he came at length, finding no reſt for the Sole 
of his Foot any were elſe, ro ſeek his Safety 
in Chriſt alone, the Ark of Deliverance from 
the Deluge of Divine Wrath. Hence ariſes 
a a ſtrong Evidence in Favour of the Doctrine 
of -{,cnement ; that it is reaſonable in Itſelf, moſt 

neceſſary 
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neceſſary and ſupporting, —— Men who are 
Prejudiced againſt it becauſe of certain Obje- 
ctions which they always keep in Eye, more than 
the Anſwers ; and perhaps, becauſe the Heart 
has never been duly broken for Sin, may reſolve 
not to receive it (and ſo they may any other 
Articles alſo) and eſpecially Men who are /o 
depraved as to know nothing of their Depra- 
vity, and ſo actuſtomed to Sin, and forſaken of 
God-on that Account, that it is no burthen at all, 
ſuch may deſpiſe and ridicule the Doctrine (as 
is the Practice of many in this degenerate Age; 
ſo loſt to what is religious, that to a think ing 
Man it's rather a Preſumption in Favour of a 
Tenet, than the contrary that it's very 3 
treated with Contempt) but however ſuch may 
now act, if they once ſee their crimſon Guitt, 
and the Tribunal of God, as this Penitent did, 
they?*l11 be better Fudges, at preſent they know 
not what they want, but then they will; now 
they juſtify themſelves, and fo value not what 
Chriſt has ſaid, my Blood which is ſhed for many 


for the Remiſſion of Sins (Matt. xxvi. 28.) any 


more than they value him as a Phyſician, which 


how ſhould they, when they feel not that they 


are Sick. Lule v. 31. — But the humble Con- 


vert we are writing of, had not thus learned 


Chriſt, but with St Paul, could ſay from Ex- 
perience, 1. Tim. i. 15. This is a faithful ſay- 
ing and worthy of all Acceptation, that Chriſt 
Fefſus came into the World to fave Sinners; 
of whom I am chief. Doubtleſs had he 
known the Words, his pious Friends would have 


heard him ſay, „Awake 


. 
Awake! awake! my tuneful Powers, 
With this delightful Song 
I'll entertain the darkeſt Hours, 
* Nor think the Seaſon long.“ 
Watts's Pſ. lxxi. 


It was affecting to obſerve his Tears and 
Lamentations for all his Tranſgreſſions, but it 
was no leſs delightful to ſee them gradually aſ- 


ſwaged, and Hope come in by believing, He 


fled for Refuge, to lay hold on the Hope ſet 
before him, and reſted on the Redeemer's Sa- 
crifice and Interceſſion, as the Ground of his 


Hope of Pardon and Acceptance with God “. 


His firſt diſtin&t Apprehenſions of this Doctrine, 
he expreſſed by ſpeaking of all his Sins as ſo 
many Debts, which he owed to the Almighty, 
and the Obedience and Sufferings of Chriſt as the 
Payment of them on his Account, and ſo his 
Diſcharge as following (i e. by practical Faith) 


thereupon . Diſcourting with him in this 


. — 


1 


* Is it not fair to conclude from the Account we 
have had of the Lord Kilmarnocł's Deſire to receive 
the Ho.) Sacrament before Execution, that he had 
much the ſame Sentiments? [It appears by this, that, 
in his Views of Death and Judgment, he wanted 
ſome other Stay for his Sou] than his Repentance. 

+ I think there can be no ground to queſtion 


whether Popery be not greatly promoted thro' the 


Ignorance of the Vulgar as to Religion, by which 


means Popiſh Emiſlaries eaſily delude them. And 


perhaps 


— 
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ä Period, when he was. very low and weak in 


„ he faid he hoped before he was remo- 


ved, the Lord Feſus would make up the Account 
for him: hereby plainly declaring he had 10 


Hope from himſelf ; that he was ſuch a Debtor 


by his Treſpaſſes as not to be able to pay, but 
that the Lord Feſus was able and willing, and 


that when he ſhould know this was done by 
him, he could venture to meet Death, and not 


be airaid of appearing before God. 


He diſcovered his high Eſteem for the 


Lord Jeſus, by ſaying (and he ſpoke to the 


beſt of his Judgment) he would 1 the whole 
World for him, Upon hearing that a Perſon 


came to Chriſt to know what he muſt do to 


obtain eternal Life, (Lake xviii. 22, 23.) and 


that when our Lord required him to fell what 
he had and give it to the Poor, and follow 


him, and he ſhould have Treaſure in Heaven, 
he thereupon went away from him, he ex- 
preſſed his Surprize, that he ſhould leave him 
rather than his Riches, and ſaid he would part 
with all the WI for him. — Reader haſt 

thou 


n 3 — 
* 
K— 


perhaps no ſingle Truth can be fixed upon as a better 


Barrier for Proteſtantiſm, and againft that dete/fable 
and cruel Superſtition, than the Doctrine of Juſti- 
cation by Faith. 


This rightly explained, ad 
Captum Vulgi, would at once open the Cheats and 
Frauds of praying for Souls in Purgatory, Indul- 


gences, &c. c. Is not, therefore, the ſad Neglect 


of opening and confirming this Doctrine an Occa- 


fion of the Spread of peſtilential ory 


” Ls 7 
[2 3% * 
25 

* 


| tum) 

thou ever yet been pierced to the Heart for 
thy Sins ? — Halt thou yet applied to the 
Saviour, yea, or no? O be not ſatisfied with 
reading how this Penitent welcomed him to his 
Breaſt, but ſay, Is it thus with me? Am I wil. 
ling to part with my Sins, and the World, for 
my Saviour or not? 

From this Time, which was about the 
Middle of January, 17456, he is to be re- 
garded as one who had caſt Anchor, and being 
renewed and enlightened. by the holy Spirit 
(whoſe Office he became acquainted with, and 
deſired his Influences, tho? a little before he 
ſcarce knew whether there was an Holy Ghoſt ) 
he received Might in the inner Man, and had 
Chriſt dwelling in his Heart by Faith, Who 
that thinks of Millon's Deſcription of our firſt 
Parents, when become Penitent, can help ap- 
plying it in this Place, | : 


Thus they in lowlieſt Plight! repentant ſtood _ 
« Praying ; for from the Mercy Seat above 

« Prevenient Grace deſcending had removed 

« The ſtony from their Hearts; and made new Fleſh 
« Regenerate grow inſtead; that Sigbs now breathed 

« Unutterable, which the Spirit of Prayer | 
« Inſpired, and winged for Heaven with W 
« Than loude/t Oratory,” — 


How applicable alſo what he ſays of Chrib, 
when preſenting their Prayers, and intercecd- 
ing for them. 
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1 6 See Father! . 
— ——— Theſe. Shs 
© And Prayers, which in this golden Cenſer, mix'd 
With Incenſe, I thy Prieft before Thee bring — 
6 ————— Now therefore bend thine Ear 
To Supplication ; ; hear his Sighs tho* mute! 
© Unskilful what Words to pray, let me 
Interpret for him: Me his Advocate, — 
6 And Propitiation, c.“ 

Mlilton's Pe E Lift, B. II. 


Faith was indeed at Times but weak and ob- 
ſcure, and in proportion, doubtleſs, his Fears 


or his Hopes gained ground: yet he returned 


Bis Saviour alſo. — 
of what I obſerved in him, for ſome Length 


no more under the Power of the Spirit of Bon- 
dage; but, what is very remarkable, enjoyed 
for a conſiderable Time a placid Quietneſs, even 
when he ſaw more of his Sins, becauſe he ſaw 
The following Relation 


of Time will confirm this. It pleaſed 
God to give him Freedom from the ſore Pain 
and Diſorder of Body which had prevented 


his thinking and reflecting on Life paſt as ne 


would have done; but now this Pain was re- 
moved greatly, tho' he remained as weak and 


helpleſs as ever. In this Seaſon he-called him- 


ſelf to a ſtrict Account, and made a narrow 
Search after his Sins from his Youth: This 
was his Buſineſs by Night (in which he had 
little Sleep) and thro* the Day he was taken 


up in making the ſame diligent Enquiry, — 


He had a Principle of Grace which made him 


active and unwearied; and his Faith was more 
than | 


* 


(19) 1 
than a cold Aſent of the Judgment; it was at- 
tended with the ful Conſent of the Will, and 
Engagement of the Afﬀettions, ſo producing all 

good Works, as gaining and ſaving Faith does; 
for as the Body without the Spirit is dead, fo . 
Faith without Works is dead alſo. James ii. 
22, 26, The Goſpel Poet truly ſays, 


© Vain are our Fancies, airy Flights, 
If Faith be cold and dead, 
© None but a living Power unites 
. © To Chriſt the living Head, 
© *Tis Faith that changes all the Heart, 
_ © *Tis Faith that works by Love; 
That bids all ſinful Joys depart, 
And lifts the Thoughts above. 
© *Tis Faith that conquers Earth and Hell, 
By a celeſtial Power; _ | 
* This is the Grace that ſhall prevail 
© In the deciffve Hour. W. B. I. 140. 
He told me with Pleaſure of this Alteration 
in his Conſtitution, and thanked God for it, 
becauſe he was hereby able ts ſee what a Sinner 
he had been, and what he had done. And ſure 
if ever any Perſon was aſhamed and confound- 
ed, and loathed himſelf for all his Abomina- 
tions, this was the Man. Nothing was more 
common than for him to wonder at himſelf, 
and ſay, What have I been doing all my Life? 
It was amazing to him to think of it, and 
his Heart was ſo truly humbled, that he was 
ready to own his Shame to every one who came 
2 near 
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near him. The Words of God ſpoken with - 
reſpect to the I/raelites, when he would bring 
them into the New Covenant under the Meſ- 
ſias, were exactly fulfilled in him. Ezek. xvi. 
63. That thou mayſt remember and be con- 
Founded, and never open thy Mouth, becauſe of 

thy Shame (thy Ways, v. 61.) when I am pa- 
cified towards thee, for all that thou haſt done, 
faith the Lord. Thus he remembred, he recol- 
lected with all his Might; he was confounded, 
quite amazed, and ſtood aftoniſh'd at his Offen- 
ces : He never opened his Mouth (in Complaints) 
but ſhewed he was deeply aſhamed, . always 
calling himſelf wicked Sinner, great Sinner, 1g- 
norant Sinner, or by ſome ſuch Appellation: 
And this was after he had accepted of the Lord 

Jeſus for his Prophet, Prieſt, and King, and 10 
after that God was pacified towards * ; 
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* Tt is very natural here to obſerve, what a weigh-- 
ty and arduous Work lies on the Hands of Miniſters ! 
A great Part of their Auditories are groſsly ignorant 
of the firſt Principles of Chriſtianity, and thoſe | 
who know more, yet, alas! very generally, they 
hold the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs. —— Is this the 
State of Things in moſt Churches? How laborious 
then ſhould the Ciergy of all Denominations be in 
uſing all Means for the Introduction of Knowledge, 
and ſtriking aright on the Paſſions of Men. If ever 
theſe guilty Lands be reformed, we ſhall ſee an Al- 
teration in theſe two Reſpects. — 1. Miniſters 
will become more ſedulous in the *Vork of Catech;- 
fing and Inſtructing Youth, — For want of this 
Preaching 


- 


Bit during this Space, tho* he ſaw more of his 
Guilt, by taking in a larger View of his 9 


* 
— 8. 


* 
hd bd * — 2 


Preaching (even when it is well performed) is loſt 
upon many who hear it. For (to uſe the Words 
of the learned Biſhop Bull) if People be not well 
© inſtructed in the neceſſary Principles of Religion 
© ruhen they are young, they will hardly attain to any 
© ſound Knowledge when they are od. For accord- 
ing to the Greet Apothegm, | 


 Nevejv il plul ey. x; yieule vv, us vd ig. 


© To inſtruct an ignorant old Man, and to raiſe a 
dead Man, are Things almoſt equally difficult.” 
4 Bull”s Compan, p. 46. 
2. We ſhall find more earneſt Concern to inſtruct 
from the Pulpit ; to make the Goſpel known, and (if 
I may ſo ſpeak) f#/t by the Hearers. — I would not 
be an Accuſer, but let me at leaſt ask, and leave 
it to others to determine, Is the general Courſe of 
Preaching thro' theſe Kingdoms ſuited to enlightex 
and powerfully affef the Ignorant, by the Know- 
ledge of Man's Apoftacy from God; and the Way and 
Method of Recovery by the Renovation of the Spirit 
(fo receiving a Principle of all holy Obedience) 
and Fy/tification thro Faith in the precious Blood 
of Chriſt ? It might be asked, is it at all probable, 
that Diſcourſes of fifteen or twenty Minutes, or be 
it a few more, can contain ſuch Doctrinal Inftru- 
ctions, and ſuitable Applications thereof to the va- 
rious Conditions of the Hearers (ſome bo/d in Sin, 
others awakened, ſome ſtruggling againſt corrupt 
Habits, others deſpairing under them, Ec.) as the 
Wants of this degenerate Age call for? Are In- 
ſtructions, Exhortations, Warnings, Motives, Cc. 


leſs 


(22) 
and ſeeing 


57 of the holy Majeſty he had ſinned againſt, 


and the dear Saviour, whoſe marvellous Love 


he had abuſed ; (if any Perfon would ſee his 
' Temper deſcribed, let him conſult 2 Corin. vii. 
IO, 11.) yet he was not ſhocked and 7errified as 
before, the good Reaſon was, he had been 
enabled to receive the Atonement, and looked 
to that Heart chearing Object, 
God, which taketh away the Sins of the World, 


John i i. 29. He was now come to Chriſt (i. e. 


believed in him with Subjection of Will) at his 


racious Call, Matt. xi. 28. Come unto me all 
ye that labour and are beavy laden (this was juſt 
his Condition) and I will give you Refs. 
Does not this revive your Gratitude ye Friends 


of the Beloved Jeſus ? So he did once by you, 
ſo he dees often, ſo he will do ſtill, be 8 : 


dependant, and joyful therefore, — And 
who are but juſt awakened out of your Sſeep 


of Sin, and begin to mourn, is here not En- 


couragement ? Believe me, who knew much 
of his Heart, if our pious Friend departed 
could ſpeak to you he would fay, be of good 
Courage, riſe, "4 calleth thee as he did me, 


Come to me and I will give thee Rep. — 80 I 


found it, — fo will you, 
About 


27 needful i in this Day of Licentiouſneſs in Prin- 
ciple and Practice, that the Time allotted for them 
is ſo curtail'd, than in the Days of our Fore-Fa- 
thers? Or would not a Barrow, a Tillotſon, &c. 
impute it to this; ye are 7dle, ye are idle? 


more of the Aggravations of them : 
by 1 more of the Excellence and great Good- 


the Lamb of 


e 

2 2 £ . 
1 

1 
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* (23) 

About this Time he was greatly grieved at 
evil Thongbts which involuntarily forced them- 
ſelves upon him. Satan took the Advantage 
which his great Weakneſs, much Thinking, 
little Sleep, and a concurring, bodily Diſorder 
gave, of injecting vile Thoughts, which thro® 
Unacquaintedneſs with his Enemy and his 
Diſtemper, he was ready to impute to himſelf, 
and dread the Guilt. A common Caſe with 
many religious Perſons who go mourning on 
this Account, as if that was their Sin, which 
1s their Abhorrence, and only in Truth their 
fad Infirmity and Afliction. Theſe may lay, 
with the pious and ingenious Poet, 


© Long Nights and Darkneſs dwell below, 
With ſcarce a twinkling Ray; 
But the bright World to which we go, 
Is everlaſting Day. 
eh Dr Watts, B. II. 53. 


So it was for a ſhort Space with this Natha- 
niel, but he was enabled to hearken to good 
Advice, and received it (which ſuch Perſons 
too rarely do) ; and it pleaſed God to ſet him 
free from this Evil alſo. *Tis true, he was 
at other Times a little affaulted, but his Ad- 
verſary found him fo well, and fully employ'd 
(as in the next Paragraph we ſhall ſee) that he 
could get no conſiderable Advantage againſt 
him, This Stage of his Progreſs was ſucceeded 
by an increaſing Concern to look well to every 
Hour of Lite that he ſpent it in a religious 

| Manner. 
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him, he faid, Now 


"ea 


3 It. was related to end one that . 


was always with him, that he actually reviewed 


every Hour how it bad been filled up. In ſome + „ 


of & theſe Hours a Neighbour- viſiting 
1765 te hes God hath done 


or my Soul, 20 Tan ond to think 7 foul 


5 offended him, and broken his Commanaments ! 
Pauſe here Reader I beſeech thee, doſt thou 


review thy Days as they paſs, or not? If thou 
doſt not becauſe thou dareſt not; Alas! how 


will thy laſt Account be? When thou muſt ap- 


pear before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt, to 
receive according to thy Deeds, 2 Cor. vi. 5. 

How will thy Hours then appear ? If. thou art 
not wounded for thy Sins now, and healed by 
Faith working by Love, how deep, diſtracting, 
and incurable at laſt will thy Wound be? O 
have ſome Compaſſion for thy precious Soul ! 
Begin at leaſt now, to number thy Days, and 
apply thy Heart to Religion, before thy Soul 
is required at thy Hands! His Time from 
hence forward was employed either in anal 


Devotion, (according to his Ability) i in Repe- 


tition of Prayer, and what religious Things he 
had by Heart, which he did before and after 
every Meal, and oftener, or in Self-Examina- 


ö tion, and Aare on the Truths of Reli- 


gion he was acquainted with, or in religious 


Converſation 2 idle and unprofitable Diſcourſe 
could now be reliſhed by him) or hearing 


God's Word, Sc. or joining in Prayer with 
religious F riends, which was his great Delight. 


It muſt be taken Nous of as a Proof that 
Z + mo 


( 
he was taught and led by the Spirit of Chrifi® 
that he was a Man of no party Spirit: He loved 


all who loved God, and the Redeemer, without 


exception; and thoſe moſt on whom he ſaw 
moſt of his Saviour's Image, and by whom 
God was pleaſed moſt to Inſtruct and Benefit 


him. An Example this moſt deſerving 
of Imitation, and needful among Profeſſors, 


who ſeem to forget the frequent Commands in 
God's Word to the Practice of Love and nn. 
rity, and as if they knew not; that = 


Lobe is the Grace that keeps her Power; 
In all the Realms above; _ 

© There Faith and Hope are known no \more 

But Saints forever Love. 

Hymn, B. I: 13 3. 


He knew not how to expreſs the Gratitude 
of his Mind to thoſe who were Aſſiſtant to 
him for the good of his Soul, it was ſo great, 
His Thankfulneſs was wonderful and over- 
flowing, doubtleſs . becauſe he found himſelf 
forwarded and comforted thereby. — Hence 
F 1 


* 2. — * 4 — he 2 1 a 


* To the Honour of the » Clergyindh who lives 


in the Pariſh, it is owned he was very frequent in 
his Viſits to this poor Man; eſpecially towards the 
End of his Life ; and uſed the beſt of his Endeavours 
to be uſeful to him. But this very holy Miniſter 
labours under ſo fad and unparalleled an Affliction (as 


thoſe who know him muſt own) that it's arce to be 
| _ 
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(26) 
8 ne — 2 of 
| ving religiou ompanions, | ,0nVer (atton 1 
r be rh that pious Perſons ſhould learn 
from hence to aſſociate more; and fill up their 
Time with that Diſcourſe, and thoſe Employs | 
which will forward and comfort them in their 
heavenly Road. He that walketh with wiſe 
Men ſhall be wiſe, but a Companion of FooPs 
{hall be deſtroyed. Prov. xiu. 20. — Among 
ethers thus the rue Convert filled up his Days, 
and I firmly believe he had few Mines of 
wakeful Life, if any, which were not taken 
FEY EIN Gs | up 


* 3 8 5 * 
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thought he did greatly profit him. He was the Means, 
however of-perſwading him to receive the holy Com- 
munion, and adminiſtred it to him himſelf; but 
this was not done haſtily, The Deceaſed acquainted 
me with the Propoſal, and expreſſed his Fears of 
his being unfft for that Ordinance. I adviſed him 
not to be r9/h ; to underſtand firſt the Nature and 
Deſign of it, endeavoured by Converſation to lead 
bim into Knowledge about it, (I had no doubt as to 
the Sincerity of Heart, but ſure that religious Rite 
Thould be attended on with the Under/tanding alſo; 
elſe how can they diſcern the Lord's Body, or pay 
a-reaſonable Service, be the Heart ever fo uprigbt?) 
and lent him Gouge's Daily Walk with God, referring 
thoſe who were to read to him to the Chapter on 
the Head of Preparation for the Lord's Supper, That 
clear and eaſy Diſcourſe was read over twice to him, 
and from the Attention he gave to all he heard, 
and the extraordinary Grace of God, which was 
daily afforged him, I hope he received acceptably ; 


. he partook thereof about a Month before his Death. 


(9) 

up (unleſs neceſſarily hindred) in ſome or other 
of theſe religious Exerciſes. _— He was not 
able to do any Work, elſe this total Devoted- 
neſs of his Time had not been his Duty, and 
therefore had not been mentioned to his Praiſe ; 
for the holy Scripture fays, if a Man will not 
Mort neither let him Eat. 2. Theff. iii. 10. But 
he was @ d/abled Man looking every Hour 
when he ſhould be called away to appear be- 
fore God. — At the beginning of his imme. 
diate Danger of Death, and when his Soul was 
fo alarmed, being without Knowledge, without 
Grace, without Chriſt, and ſo without Hope, he 
defired greatly to live, and hoped God would 
ſpare him a /ittle longer, and he was pleaſed to 

nt his Requeſt. Yet it's remarkable, at 
the laſt return of danger, tho? he apprehended 
Death coming, he did not expreſs his Defire 
of living as before he did, The holy Spirit 


(by the Word and Means of Grace) had now 


prepared him for his Departure, by working 
in him true Faith and Truft in Chriſt for Salva- 
tion in the Way of ſincere Repentance and 


new Obedience. To this doubtleſs it was 
owing, that he who no? _—_ Months * e | 


| ted back at the Thought of dying and appear- 
ing in the Preſence of his Judge, and trembled 
as an Aſpen Leaf, was now reſgned and compoſed, 
waiting, and expecting his Diſſolution. — Not 
indeed in a triumphant Frame, but with an 
humble, penitent and believing, tho' timerous, 
Heart, So applicable the Words | 


F 2 C Death's 


* 
— 1 — 22 _ 

— 3 — — . r ate N * * — - - = * 8 

————— Ä— — — — Wa fe - PIs, . pr. 2 . — 4 — "4 : 1 — 
7 5 
—— h — wg reg ron — — - — — 
- - - — —__ — 
- . K 


— 
* 


* = - 
2 — 0a ey a do. An — 
— ——— * —— 4 — > 


2 r _ 
» . _— 
_ Pr 
— — — a>. 2 —— —— * 


22 . * — * * 
— — ring 


—— — — CSIR jo — — — — - —o—_ — — 
— * 1 =_ 5 — —  - — . ”- — 
5 


Oo Obi 


— . os nes 


- 5 = IS > 2 — 3 
— Inn oo ne_——_ —__e_——_—_ 


F 


— oo. —— 
— — 3 * — 


? Death's Terror is is PO 3 Faith removes ; 
2 'Tis Faith difarms Deſtruction. 


and the Diredtin is hut and important 


5 © Belieye, and look with eriumph, on Hen Tomb 0 
Complt. 


e had * engroſſed by Thoughts, and 


a Friend told me he {aid to one about him, 
Time, what 1s Time, Time is nothing. This 


was more than Words, it was his real practical 


Senſe, therefore, tho he was very thank ful to 
God, and, his Benefactors for Relief under 
his prefling Wants, yet he ſeemed ſcarce to 
mind his Afflictions, always contented, and ſaid 


more than once in my hearing, that, Theſe 


were the beſt Days of, his Life. He endea- 
voured to improve them to the utmoſt of his 
Power, and mourning over precious Time loſt 
and gone, ſaid he muſt double his Diligence, 
and wiſt”d bis Friends to double their Diligence 
with him. In this his new Nature exerted all 
its Faculties with Delight. He found Sweet- 


neſs in true Repentance, and chearing Faith, 


increaſing Knowledge, and growing Holineſs, 
und bled ebe ee be bud 
given him of God, and the Kae. The 
Lord was now his Sbepberd, and he led him 


beſide the ſtill Waters, made him lie down in 


green Paſtures, and reſtored his Soul. P/. xxiii. 


1.—4.— We may e the renewed 


Husbandman's Deſires and inward Senſe of 
. in this Period, in the charming Words, 
vey 


-4 


(29) 


4 Tell me, faireſt of thy Kind, 
Tell me Shepherd, . ae 44g 
© Where this fainting Head reclin'd 
© May relieve fych care as mine: 
Neer had known his deareſt Name, 
-1. © Neer had I felt his inward Flame, 
Had not his Heart-ſtrings firſt began the tender 
— (Sound; - 
8 Nor can \ | hear the Thought, that I 
Should leave the Sky _ 
| © Should bleed and die | 
© Should loye a Wretch fo vile as me 
Without returns of Paſſion for hisdyingWound. 
V. Lyr. Poems. 


5 Theſe 4 hings made him prefer his preſent 
8 Condition (which ſure as to Externals was as 
wretcbed as can well be imagined) to his for- 
mer when he had Healib, Vigour, and wanted 
for nthing of this World's Neceſſaries. But 
he now ſaw by the Light of the Goſpel, and 
the Eye of Faith, that thoſe were the Days 
in which he was moſt wretched, and poor, and 
miſerable and blind and naked : Now he thought 
himſelf better provided for : He had taken 
Chriſt's Counſel * and bought of him Gold 
tried in the Fire, and fo was rich; had white 
Raiment (thro? his Righteouſneſs) and ſo was 
Fa aſhamed, and had anointed his Eyes with 
ye falve, and ſo tho' before he was blind, now 
he found he could ſee. Reader aſk thy 
ſelf art thou a ſo well for, as this poor 
Man 


* — . ck 9 . 


JA 
Man was or not — Conſider what are the 
| beſt Days of thy Life? Are thy Days of Volup- 
tuouſneſs, of degrading Amuſements, and. vi- 
cious Gaity, or perhaps Gain in Fame, or Mer- 
chandiſe? or the enchanting Smiles of a Cour- 
tier, or a Prince ? If any of theſe make up 
thy bet Enjoyments, then I ſcruple not to ſay 
thy beft Days are infinitely more miſerable, 
than his were when at the worſt, as to this Life, 
and what is. thy Eternity like to be? O 
3 before it be too late ! ne 
be thus ſharply proved by him; 


a . — "— 
* 
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* Go now, and boaſt of all your Stores, 
And tell how bright you Shine. 
* Your Heaps of glittring Duſt are yours | 
mn Rednemer's Any ! ld noir Fen 


As at his fir} Canvictian he 1 a irong 

Thirſt after Knowledge, dolefully mourning 

over his Ignorance, ſo continued to the laſt; 
ſeeing 


0 „— — — — 
* — 


— 


| It is an important Truth, 

| © Oneſolf-a wing Hen, whole Years outweighs, 
/ © Of ttupid Starers, and of loud Huzzas.” | 

EE . PoPE. 


How much more defirable to have the Love of God 
ſpread abroad in the Heart ? —— l can't but here 
recommend a Spectator to the ſerious Peruſal of 
thoſe who live as without God in the World, while 
vet they in him live, and move, and have their 

Beings. Spectator, Vol. VIII. No. 571. | 


(31) 
ſeeing more of the Excellence of divine Truths, 
and taking delight in the Bible, in which he 
could Meditate Day and Night, with the 
higheſt Satisfaction; and for which he diſ- 
covered his Affection by his Fears during the 
Rebellion, leſt the Gofpel ſhould be takenaway.— 
The Goſpel was his Treaſure, — He hungred 


after it, and fed on what he could obtain. As 


to this part of his Character I muſt ſay, he 
found verified, Eſ. xix. 7.— 10. and was lilce 
that wie Son, complying in every reſpect with 
what is required in that Demand. Prov. ii, 
1.— f. My Son, if thou wilt receive my Words, 
and hide my Commandments with thee; ſo 
that thou incline thine Ear unto Wiſdom and 
apply thine Heart to Underſtanding: If thou 
crieſt after Knowledge, and lifteſt up thy Voice 
for Underſtanding : If thou ſeekeſt her as Si 
ver, and ſearcheſt for her as for hid Treuſurrs. 
All this he did and he obtained the Promiſe, 
ver. 5, Then ſhalt thou underſtand the fear of 
the Lord: And find the Knowledge of God *. 

| | : He 


——— 
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There is a Paragraph in the Dedication of Le 
Clerk's Harmony, that carries ſuch Weight in it as 
a Motive to the moſt diligent Study of the facred 
Writings, that I can't help here tranſcribing it. It 
is is one of the ſtrongeſt Teftimonies from one of 
the beſt Judges in favour of the Fulneſs and Perfe- 
Aion of the ſacred Writings, and ſhould ſtir up at 
leaſt Miniſters, to lift up their Voice, and ſearch 
unweariedly for its hid Treaſures, In his Dedica- 


(32) 

He had this to a good Degree conſidering his 
Diſadvantages, and how late he began to incline 
his Ear, to lift up his Voice, to ſeek and 
ſearch. This is proved by what has been al- 
ready ſaid, and is further evidenced by his 
Grief for having loſt all bis Youth; and riper 
Years in blind ſtupidity, and unaequaintedneſs 
with God. Had he been inſtructed and cate- 
chiſed according to the wiſe Appointment of 

the eſtabliſhed Church, (which has made _ 
i Þ a. BT > . a m N 


2 * = 8 8 1 Py * oor Oy 8... . a Fe 


tion to the Lord Archbiſhop of York of his Harmony 
of the four Goſpels, he thus writes: = * Whilſt I was 
© compiling this my Harmony, I was /o ſttuck with 
< Admiration of the excellent Diſcourſes of Jeſus, 
© /o inflamed with Love of his moſt holy Doctrine, 
© that methought I but j then began to be ac- 
_ *© quainted with what 7 /carce ever laid out of my 
Hands from my Infancy. The Works of Men, 
© adds he, however exquiſite and perfect in their 
© kind, have their Faults and Blemiſbes, which are 
© eafily diſcernable upon a ftrict Examination, 
© altho* they are wont to eſcape a tranſient View z 
< whereas it is the peculiar Privilege of theſe Divine 
GHritings, that the more they are examined, and 
© the better Light they are placed in, the more ad- 
© mirable they appear to all fincere Lovers of Truth. 
Are they Lovers of Truth who reje#? them without 
Examination? Such who deſire to have a fuller 
_ Conviction of the Excellence of the ſacred Records, 
{ſhould (with Prayer for the Holy Spirit's Light 
and Teaching) ſtudy them more cloſely ; and if at 
the ſame Time they read Bennet on the Truth, In- 
ſpiration, &c. of the Feriptures, it may be greatly 
feryiceable to confirm, and enliven their Faith. 


A 4 - > + 


(33) 
moſt binding Orders even to the-Zxrommuijca- 
tion of any Clergyman (v. Biſhop of Lincoln's 
Dedication of the Principles of ' Chriſtian Re- 
ligion explained) who, after two Admonitions 
ſhould ſtill neglect publickly to inſtruct and 


catechize Children, and Ignorant Perſons; it 


would have been impoſſible he ſhould have 
thus been in the very Darkneſs of the Shadow of 
Death, as he was. — Who would not rejoice 
to ſee all Miniſters thro? the Kingdom uſing 
proper Means to prevent ſuch blind Stupidity ? 
Inſtruction, early Inſtruction is the Way: If 
they would Practice as Arch-Biſhop Sancref? 


required of the Clergy in the Year 1688, (that 


critical Time) diligently to catechize the Chil- 
dren and Youth, and expound the Grounds of 
Religion and common Chriſtianity, &c. Then 
ſuch Inſtances as this before us would be more 
rare than at preſent. With what Energy have 
1 heard him fay. — O how happily might I 
* bave lived in the Praiſes of God for all his Be- 
| © nefits, if I bad begun betimes (or to that 

| Purpoſe) © 10 be Religious ! — This is certain- 
ly a Leſſon of the greateſt Importance for 
Youth to learn. If you begin betimes to ſezk 
after the Creator and Redeemer, if you are 
early formed by the Spirit to Newneſs of Life, 


how blooming your Spring, how fruitful your 


Summer, how Rich, Weighty and Glorious will 
your Harveſt be? —— O my young Friends 
my Heart truly akes for you in theſe Days of 
Corruption and Apoſtacy ! — Let me be your 
Monitor, tho* in anothers Words | 
2 | God 
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( 34) 


© God from on high beholds your Thoughts | 
| + His Book records your ſecret Faults | TT 


The Works of Darkneß you have done 


kind of pleaſing Rapture, but at the Appre- 


© Muſt all appear before the Sun. 

\ © The Vengeance to your Follies due 

Should ſtrikeyour Hearts with Terror thro? 

How will you ſtand before his Face 

Or Anſwer for his injured Grace? 
Almighty God turn off their Eyes 

From all alluring Vanities, 

And let the Thunder of thy Word 

* Awake their Souls to fear the _ — 


Or may th „„ AS [4] 
© So all — their Paſſions move; 

© Draw 'em from earthly Joys to ſee, 
< And taſte their Bliſs tiene in 7 bee. 


You have the Judgment of this dying Chri- 
ſtan for it, that /o doing your Days will be 
joyous, —— Make the Tryal and you'll find 
Religious Ways, are Ways of Pleaſantnefs | 


and all her Paths Peace (a). - — He was in a 


henſion how it might have been with him, be- 
cauſe he taſted ſome of the Satisfaction, tho? 
he began late, and had the bitter Ingredients 
of Years of Iniquity to mingle with his Joy. 
You may Ee all this if like good Jab 
Fou 


— 


»„ CY 
Las — 


— 


* Prov. ill, 17. 


| c 35). 
you begin when Young to ſcek after the Lord 
(a). Take therefore the dying Advice of this 
holy Man (who ſpake from. his Heart). and 
make ha, and and dm t Delay. — — He as k ware 


calls upon you. 50 


. Ol make but Tryal of his Loe 
Experience will decide, 
How bleſs'd are they, and ovly they, 
b Who in his Truth confide, | 
: Pf. 34. T. and BY 


1 flall haſten to a Cloſe, only giving the Rea- 
der fore view how bright the Grace of God 
ſhone in him, in his laft Days and Hours of 


Life. — 
I. It was obſervable that he bn 


many Perſons a Preacher of Righteouſneſs, All 
who came near him might Rar from him, 
not only by obſerving his Patience, Content» 
ment, Mildneſs, and Submiffion es. the holy 
Will of his heavenly Father (Graces very in 
ſtructive to behold) but really his Convetfation 
was greatly improving, by the Obſervations he 
made on himſelf, both as to his paſt Life and 
preſent 3 his Fears, and Hopes with refpect to 
the eternal World. As to his Temper it was 
ſo altered that his Wife declared the Time of 
his IIlneſs was the beſt Days of ber Life ut 
him, and yet, it involved her in more Diſtreſs 
than can well be thoughtof by his being broughr 
into ſo helpleſs a Condition. Indeed he ſtood 


aſtoniſhed at the Alteration himſelf, and won- 
&'2 | dered 


— _ 1 


(a) 2 Chron, xxxiv. 3. 


— 


1 


now nothing moved bim. 


(36) 


dered how it came to paſs, that whereas be · 
fore he was wont 0 be J paſſionate, Ee, 
He knew not 
what the Evangelical Prop phet Iſaiah had fore- 
told of the Alteration, 1 Meſſiah's Done) 
would make in Men's Tempers, Ja. xi. 6--10. 


He made pertinent Remarks, as an underſtand= 


ing Chriſtian, who was often with him, told 
me, and faid Things fo much beyond what 
could have been expected from one fo lately 
brought out of the Darkneſs of the Priſon- 
Houſe, that it ſurprized the Attentive and 
Conſiderate.. — Thus when he expoſed the 
Errors of thoſe who are farisfied,. and-reſt ſe- 
cure, as if all was well with them for Eternity, 
becauſe they are not /o bad as ſome of their 
Neighbours: becauſe (as they ſay) they do no 
Body any Harm. He often repreſented the 
Gre 7 of this Miſtake ; I ſuppoſe the ra- 
ther, becauſe he had been once in danger of be- 
ing deceived by it himſelf. He ſaw negative 
Religion was not enough ; and that God and. 
the Redeemer had their Rights (which ſhould 
in the firſt Place be 2 as well as Men. 

His Senſe of this he diſcovered in mourning 
over the Error of others in this Point, and 
eſpecially his own paſt Sin and Folly herein, 
and faid frequently and affectingly, Dow't be 
like the young Man in the Goſpel | by which he 
meant to caution againſt all boaſting, and to 
take heed that the Heart be devoted to Cbriſt, 

ſo as to love him more than any thing elſe, 
and notto leave him for any wordlyConfi derations. 


(37) 
Learn from the Teaching of this poor 
illiterate Huſbandman, you Sages, and wiſe Plii- 


loſophers, who go away from Chriſt, not to 


follow a Boyle, a Lock, or a Newton, no, theſe 
all concur to bring you to him; but to fol- 
low where Sceptics lead, where Pride and Pre- 
judice, and impetuous Appetites and Paſſions 
drive Men, It is true, you muſt part with 
all theſe, and be humble Learners, or you can- 
not follow Chriſt. O don't be like the young 
Man in the Goſpel thro* Pride and foſtered 
Luſts and Paſſions. — Learn from this poor 
but contented Huſbandman's Caution all you 
who graſp at this World's Honours and Pol- 
ſeſſions; O ſee to it, that you act not as the 
young Man in the Goſpel did! He was warn- 
ing Perſons perpetually againſt Delays in the 
Concerns of their Souls, calling them to ſpeedy 
and immediate Improvement of their Time, and 
not to live as he had done. He guarded them 
againſt the preſuming on having ſo much 
Space as God had afforded him, laying, they 
. . be laken away ſuddenly, and therefore ad- 
viling them to be ſure not to put off Repen- 
tance to an Here-after, — As if he had known 
the Redeemer's Charge, — Take ye heel, watch 
and pray, for ye know not when the Time is. 
Mark Xiu. 33 to the End. I was a Witneſs 
to this not many Hours before he fel! aſleep 
in Chrift, He ſpoke ſo affectingly on this 
Head, that the Standers-by could not refrain 
from weeping ; of which hereafter, But, 


IIah. His 


(3) 

Tidy. His tender Affection for the inert. 
Stals of thoſe who were related to him was 
yet more remarkable. A good Evidenee 
this that he knew the Worth of ts own, and 
that he had found a /witable Remedy and Saviour, : 
which he could recommend from his own Ex- 

ee, — He warned his Son very much 
and often to take care to-avvid evil Company, 
to refrain from evil 1 , which with 
great Grief he found him addicted to, _ 
charged him to obſerve the Lord's Day r 
ouſly. He gave the beſt Advice to all his Fa- 
mily as one concerned for their eternal Felici- 
ty. His Brother, and other Relations, when 
chey came near him, were ſure to be exhorted 
not to live as be had done, (which was the Bur- 
then of his Diſcourſe) and on the Morning of 
the Day before he died, when they ſtood round 
him as a qhing Man, not expecting to ſee him 
again alive, he renewed his Advice; and at 
parting with one of them, bid him ſpend his 
(or the) Day well. If he meant his Day of „ 
one would think he had treaſured up ou 
Lord's Words, and judiciouſly applied Ware + : 
T muſt work the Works of bim that ſent me, 
while it is Day: the Night cometh, wherein no 
Man can work, Fobn ix. 4. More Evi. 
| dence of this kind will be ſeen when we come 
to relate his Zeal for God's Glory, We have 
before had ſome View of his Love to the 
Oracles of God, but not in it's due Light, and 


therefore I add, 


I114þ, 


_ 30 ) 
Ids. His frong Armin for cho holy Serip 


tures was very apparent to every one. He 
deſired the /oncere Milk of the Word, that he 
aw thereby ; and this made him covet 


the Word more wn his ueceſſary Food. Seve- 
ral Portions were oſtener read to him than o- 


thers, as 1/aiah abap. i. liii, very fre · 
tly on reading which, he expreſſed his 
onder at * of the Lord Jeſus 
for ſuch a Sinner as he was, Lamentations iii. 
he was alſo very much affected with, and 
made Obſervations on ver. 13. He turned aſide 
oy Ways, and pulled mein Pieces: be hath made 
me deſolate, And ver. 19. Remembring mine . 
Fiction and my Miſery, the Normivocd and the 
Gail, Ver. 7. He hath about, that 
4 cannot get out, be bath my Chain heavy. 
| — But he remark'd allo, _ 22. Qt is of 
the Lord's Mercies, that ve are not conſumed, 
becauſe his Compaſſiams fail not. — Two Pſalms 
alſo afforded him ſpecial Matter of Notice. 


Pf. xxxiv, and ciii. He was much affected with 


v. 6. of the former, his poor Man cried (mean- 

ing himlelt ) and the Lord beard bim; and ſaved 
Vim out of all his Troubles, — (Let it here be re- 
membred no Trouble was lie Sin to him, ibat 


he found the greatęſt Evil.) Ver. 8. O taſte and 


| ſes that the Lord is good, bleſſed is the Man rhat 
trufleth in bim. Will not this encourage 
you who read this to ſeek after ſo good a 
Lord, and to truſt in him? — He took En- 
couragement from ver. 15. The Eyes of the 
Lad are upon the Rig biecus, and his Ears are 

open 
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ledge al ways, pleaſe God. 


( 40 ) 
open to their Cry. He ſaid, he hoped t the 
Lord would look upon him, and hear his Cries. 
Tho? he did not think himſelf righteous, yet 
he was aiming to be penitent and believing. 


| — On the rf, ver. of Pſ. ciii. Bleſs the 


Lord, O my Soul, and all that is within me 
bleſs his holy Name. This he called on his 
Soul, to do, as he faid, for this Reaſon, 
— Becauſe he had given ſuch an ignorant 
Creature ſuch Knowledge of God and Feſus 


Chriſt. 


Laſtly, The Grace of God appeared with 
Luſtre in the Concernand Zeal which he ow. 
vered for his Glory. - He ſcarce uſed to 
any Thing, but connected with it the Supp 6 
tion it was pleaſing to God. Might he be better, 
or have more Strength, or gain more Know- 
O the difference 
wrought in him fiom what he was when he 
diſpleaſed God without Fear, and without Re- 
morſe ! —— He declared from · his Heart that he 


would not offend God, if he knew it, in 


Thought, Word, or Deed, for all the World. 
He ſhewed this Temper alſo in the great Re- 
verence he paid to his Name, and for ſome 
Time feared ſpeaking leaſt he ſhould di ſhonor 
or offend him; ] ſuppoſe being under the 
Power of Temptation, and remembering how 
he had formerly ſinned in that reſpect. His 
care was not only to honour him, himſelf, but 
he wiſhed others might do it alſo, He was 


grieved that Men ſhould be profane, and dif. 


covered his Sorrow, adding, they knew not what 
they 


1 ) 
| they did. — Doubileſs from this Principle (as 


I well as from deep Humility, and Concern for 
Souls) it proceeded, that when a religious Friend 


diſcourfel with him about a Funeral Sermon 
upon his Death, aſking if there was any Por- 
tion of Seripture that he choſe rather than 
other; he left that to the Miniſter, but ſaid, 
(with a full Senſe of what he ſpoke) let him 


lay, what a Sinner 1 have been“ — As to his 


own Family he kept it like a Lite Church of 


 Chrif, His Children to fay their Prayers, 
and their Catechiſm, One Child could, before 


he died read fo far as to aſk the reſt, and uſed 
ſo to do; and to read daily as ſhe was able, 
ſome part of holy Scripture, The Sabbath 
Day he would have obſerved with the greateſt 
Strilineſs, and charged his Wife (as ſhe told 
me) when he ſhould be dead to Le ſure to keep 


that Day religiouſly ; to go to publick Wor- 


ſhip ; to keep the Children from playing 
Abroad, and have the Doors ſhut, It muſt 
be recorded as a Proofofhis Love tothe Preach- 
ing of God's Word, that when the wicked 
Rebellion was carrying on he expreſſed his 
Concern leaſt there ſhould be no preaching of 
the Goſpel ; he feared the Rebels would take a- 


way the Goſpel, ſo that good Men could not preach. 


Muſt we not cry out, What has God wrought ! 
The Sabbath- Breaker is now become a profound 
Reverencer of that ſacred Day. and with his dy- 
ing Breath pleads for it's Honours. Are we 


not forced to admire the 9 W the 
| divine 


11 ; 
8 


MOT 7 42 . TE 
W Spirit EP" in this new bin Perſon ? 
But twelve Months are paſt, ſince, to A 
.ance he was in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and the 
Bonds of Iniquity; but now with Admiration, 
in the Apoſtle's Words, we ay, Behold! all 
Things are become new, —— This is the ſhort 
Character of a Chriſtian indeed, 2 Cor. v. 17. 
If any Man be in Chriſt, he is a new Creature, 
old Things (his former evil Principles, Aﬀe- 
tions and Practices) are paſſed away, Behold! 
all Things are become em! —— Reader has 
this Change paſſed on thee? — If not, what 
haſt thou been doing? Alas! what will a fair 
Profeſſion avail, if thou art not renewed in the 
inward Man by the Spirit, if thy Life does 
not ſhew it by the Fruits of the Spirit“? Has 
not Chriſt himſelf ſaid it with a verily, verily ©. 
Jay unto thee except a Man be born again be 
cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, — That which 
is born of Fleſh is Fleſh; and that which is 
| born of the Spirit is Spirit, John iii. 3, 6. 
I thall add but one Inſtance more of his 
Endeavour to promote the Glory of God, 
and this I had from the diſtreſſed Widow. 
He exhorted and charged her juſt before his 
Death to continue in Prayer to the End of her 
Days, requiring of her that ſhe would be ſure 
to pray Morning and Evening, ſo long as ſbe 
lived; and as it he would enforce 5 Exhor- 
| | tation 


Galt. v. 24, #9. 


1 


- tation ſo that it might never be forgotten, he 
ſet her a good Example, for upon being got 
out of his Bed, — dreſſed by the Help 
of Perſons about him, and ſaying it would be 
the laßt Time he ſhould ever be dreſſed, they 
were going to lead him to his Chair; but no, 
he would not go till he had firſt offered up his 
Prayers; and ſhewing his Reverence of the 
divine Majeſty, he would be ſupported to ſtand 
during the Time; and when ke) had finiſhed, 
faid, he had done all he could do; and was then 
led to his Seat, where, in a fow Hours after, 
he expired, — This was about nine at Night, 
on Wedneſday, October 22, 1746; and between 
twelve and one, he finiſhed his Courſe, and 
went to everlaſting Reft. — About four in 
the Afternoon I-had been with him, and found 
him in a good Frame of Mind, humble, peni- 
tent, ſpiritual, and endeavouring to do 
to thoſe who were preſent. He ſpake in ſo 
affecting a manner about tal ing care for the 
Soul, and providing for Eternity that (as we 
obſerved before) Perſons could not refrain from 
weeping. — My Viſit was but ſhort, not ap- 
r his End ſo near, and after diſcour- 
ing in ſuch Manner as appeared moſt for his 
Inſtruction and Comfort, with religious Wiſhes, 
took my Leave of him. The Evening was 
filled up with reading to him, till he wanted 
to lie down, but between nine and ten, he 
choſe to riſe, and had further religious Con- 
verſation with a pious Friend, very moving, 


he apprehending himſelf juſt near departing; 
He Among 


. 


Aa «cher Things te, 3 bis Prayer; 
that God avould receive bim into the Kingdom of 
Heauen with Fervency of Delire, The Ac- 
count of bi Death from his Widow Was as 
follows: That upon his ſpeaking of the Ap- 
Proach of Death, ſhe ſaid ſhe hoped his Re- 
moval would be to be. received to Happiock 
(or to that Purpoſe} : he anſwered, I hope it 
will; but what if I ſhould; be, like the Youth | 
in the Goſpel, making ſome Remarks on that. 
Hiſtory, he looked affectingl) on her and 
ſunk into a ſweet Slumber, in which, without 
Sigh or Groan, he ſoon after died, or fell a- 
fleep. in the Arms of Feſjus. — Happy Man, 
thus favoured of God in Life and in Death! 
His Grace made him upright, and mark and 
ze bold] tor his End was Peace] Who ſays not, 
May I die the Death of this righteous Man | 
may my £14 be like his! — God was pleaſed 
to favour him with an Anſwer to his Requeſt 
as to his Manner of dyin g. He was wont to 
plead hard thai he might have an eaſy Death, 
and 1t was granted him as he fat in his Chair 
without any Struggle, or affecting Sound, — 
Let us haſten, Reader, let us haſten now to 
the important Work of imitating his Example, 
and praclicing the-good Inſtructions be has given 
us Thou art following him into Eternity, 
and muſt with me ſhortly be there, O refuſe 
not to take his Advice, make haſt, and not 
delay! — Perſons of every Character may de- 
rive Inſtructions from what has been related. 
Should a 5 ſer at gll Religion, or a Derider 


& 


(450) 


of che more peculiar Dolirines of the Goſj pel, 
peruſe. this Account, the former may find that 
the Belief of God's Being, Perfect ions, and 
Government i is trongly rooted in human Nature, 
and an Expectation of a Day of Retribution, 
Conſcience, and the: Light of Reaſon in the 
moſt illiterate and ignorant'of our Species wit- 
neſs powerfully to theſe Things, where Men 
do not bribe and over-bear them. — The latter 
may ſee what he derides as fooliſh and vain, 
| was the Support and Comfort of a true Penitent 
in the clear View of Death, and the Judgment- 
Day, when nothing elſe could yield him Pęace, 
but 'he was left, ** exhauſted, ſpiritleſs, af. 
40 flicted, fallen,” 3 If the Reader be at 
preſent the very Man he once was, a Violator 
of the reverend Name, and Day of God and 
the Redeemer, and ſo beyond "all doubt” at 
reſent under the . Curſe of the Almighty 
et him take the friendly Advice he gave ſo 
often, Don't live as have done! — Zou know 
not what you do. — This Perſon would plead 
with thee, and fay, Ils it not better, infi- 
6 mo better, to think nom, when a Saviour 
is offered, and the Holy Spirit may be had; 
nr, . when ſuch an Example. has been juſt 
« ſet before you (which perhaps has ouched 
your Conſcience) and may convince you that 
_ © tho? your Caſe be deplorably bad, yet it is 
not deſperate, — remember every Day will 
© make it worſe,” — Therefore, if thou haſt 
any Fear of God, any Love to thy Soul, any 
Peſire to eſcape eternal Damnation, imitate 


this 


(46) 
this Penitent before it be 10 late. 
If thou art one who art far off from God (tho? 
under a Form of Religion) O ſeek that thou 
mayſt be brought nigh by the Blood of Chriſt. 
Cry earneſtly. to him for his good Spirit to con- 
vince thee of Sin, and ſhew thee a Saviour: 
To turn thy Heart with irreconcilable Hatred 
from the one, and with unchangeable Love to 
the other. Alas! what will the meer Garb and 
Outfiae of Chriſtianity. profit thee in the Day 
of Account? Or in the Words of God him- 
ſelf, What is the Chaff to the Wheat ? faith 
the Lord. Is it not plainly revealed, Matt; 
ii, 12. That the Lord Jeſus hath his Fan in 
his Hand, and he will throughly purge his 
Floor, and gather his Wheat into his Garner: 
but the Chaff he will burn with unquenchable 
Fire. Ol ſee to it that you gain the true 
Repentance and Faith which bringeth forth 
good Fruit (as you have ſeen they did in this 
true Convert) or you will ſhortly be cut down 
and caſt into the Burnings of the bottomleſs 


Pit, — There 


* Conſcience enraged will gnaw the Heart 
With never ceaſing Pain: 

Whilſt the Sick Mind the mortal Smart 
Urfainting muſt ſuſtain. * — _ 

Brown's Hy. 116. 


If the perſon who reads this has only ſome 
good Purpoſes, ſome good Wiſhes, and faint 


Endeavours, but is unwilling to be at any 
- ES 4 


(a). 1 
Pains, and will not apply in earneſt to 
ſeek after Salvation thro? a oo Redeemer, 
then alas thou art the very Perſon that our 
pious Friend warned all about him againſt be- 
ing. — O for thy Soul's fake I beſeech thee, 
halt no longer between two ! Come to a Reſolu- 
tion this Moment. — As for me I will ſerve 
the Lord — Art thou one of mean Capacity, 
low Attainments, deſpiſed in the World, of 
little Knowledge, weak Grace, under many 
Diſadvantages, much Guilt, and diſtreſſing 
Fears and Temptations, be of good Courage, 


| notwithſtanding, for all theſe combined in the 


poor 'and, in the World's Eye, contemned 
| Cripple, we have now been reading of. Take 
Encouragement from him. — This poor Man 
cryed and the Lord heard bim; and delivered bim 
out of all his Troubles. — Take his Advice. — | 
O taſte and ſee how good and graciou the Lord 
181 = | 4 
From his Example Comfort take, 
And charm your Griefs to rest.. 
Forget not to meditate on the dear Re- 
deemer's Office, but fay, | 
With Joy we Meditate the Grace 
Of our high Prieſt above; 
His Heart is made of Tenderneſs, 
His Bowels melt, with Love. 
ITouch'd with a Sympathy within 
He knows our feeble Frame; 
* He knows what ſore Temptations mean 
For he has felt the ſame, * —— V. H. 
Ws 5 Is 
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bath ſpoken, and hath done it *, — Lea rn not 


\ 48 * 
Is the Reader a declining Chriftian, fallen front 


his yt Love, and fir Works; O that thou 


mighteſt be quickened by all that has been 
faid! Does not Shame beſpread thy Countenance 
to ſee how within twelve Months all thy Life 
1s out run, by one who had ſcarce ſo much as a 
Name in the Chriſtian World? Double thy 
Diligence or, tho“ bud has already, yet worſt 
Things will befall thee, O erer thi Withy 
ang ow fincerely, * N 


1 4 - 


3 Come Holy Spirt, e Dole, 


With all thy quick'n ning Powers, 
Kindle a Flame of facred Love, 
1 In Wan cold Hearts of ours - 

n een n Hym. 


Is the Reader an cipitencdd, humble, rooted, 
and vigorous Chriſtian, — then learn of the 
pious Huſbandman to improve yet more and 


more, and praiſe. the Lord, Praiſe him for 
what. he hath done for %% own, Soul, and- praiſe 


- him for this his marvellous Work of Grace 


on the low Tree, which he hath exalted ; and 
the dry Tree, which he made 10 flouriſh: ſay 
with the holy Tranſport, '/7 #s the Lord 


to. 


n 


* Exel. xvii. 24. From theſe Words is (after ſet- 
ling the Prophet's direct Meaning) I took Occaſion 
in the Funeral Diſcourſe, to ſhew how they might 


bde accommodated to him, and to a fair but hypo- 


citical Profe ſſor cui don and dried up, 


0400 5 
to deſpair of Succels where yet there may be 


nothing promiſing, ſpeak for God, and the. 
precious Saviour, while you can. Perhaps the 


Lord will ſpeak & you, and his Voice will raiſe 
the dead, as it did this Man entombed forty 
Wars in his Sins. — Adopt his Language for 
yourſelves, and ſay, * Bleſs the Lord, O 
Saul, and all that is within me bleſs bis 
Name] becauſe he has given me the Know. 
* ledge of Himſelf and Chriſt Jeſus, my Re- 
* deemer,? for herein is eternal Life, Jabn xvii, 

, Well may you rejoice if intereſted in all 
the Bleſſings of the New Covenant ratified in 
the Blood of Chriſt: Well may you admire 
and adore this Love unſearchable, and under 
the Conſtraints of Gratitude cry out, 


Were the whole Realm of Nature mine 
That were a Preſent far too ſmall, 
© Loveſo amazing, ſo divine 
s Demands my Soul, my Life, my all. 
| V. H. B II. 7. 


Or in 2 Ode D for Angels z 


| © Hail Son of God Saviour of Men! thy Name 
| © ball be the copious Matter of my Song | 


© Heaceforth, and never ſhall my Harp Th 24 
(Prai 


F orget, nor from thy Father's s praiſe disjoin.* 


Join to your Praiſes moſt fervent Pra yers that 
God Tos ſend forth his holy Spirit, and 


L the like * in Multitudes; that 
1 Sinners 


Neighbour, are the Occaſion of all this, are they nit ? 


' 


. 
s 


(650) 
Sinners may be won and drawn to Chriſt, and 
flock in as Doves to their Windows *. The Re- 
ſidue of the Spirit is with him, and thoꝰ it muſt 
be owned that in this ignorant (as to Religion) 
and adulterous Generation, God might in 
Judgment ſay as he did to the Antedeluvians, 
Gen. vi. 3. My Spirit ſball not always ſtrive. — 


| Yet humbly beſeech him to ſtrive get longer 


with us. 5 | E 
And to your Prayers be found adding a moſt 


excellent, and amiable Walk, This we have 
_ ſeen in the Life we have now read. Let your 
Converſation be as becometh the Goſpel : O re- 


member what God has /ately done for you and 
for the whole Kingdom! Has he not ſaved us 


with a great Salvation“. — Has he not, 


turned 


0 — 


* There are ſeveral promiſing Symptoms, as if 
God was uſing this Inſtance as a Preparative to a 
more extenſive Work of Grace on many Souls, O 
all you who know what it means, unite your fer- 
vent Prayers, and hearty Amen, that ſo it may be! 

* Tt will. not be unacceptable to the pious Pro- 
teſtant Reader if I lay before him ſome of the Evi- 
dences of the holy Zeal this new Convert diſcovered 


during the Time of the detęſtable Rebellion. He would 


put his withered Hands together, and lift them up as 


well as he could, and pray to God againſt it: wiſhed 
he could ſtand up to pray: expreſſed great Fear of 


having the Goſpel taken away: wiſhed he could 
fight for God, for the Mord of God, for it was 4 
good Mord. — Said to a religious Viſitor, Our Sins, 


hen 


: (62): -: 
turned for us, our Mourning into Dancing; 
taken off our Sackcloth and girded us with 
Cladneſs, to the End, that our Glory ſhould 
ſing Praiſe unto him and not be filent ? Let all 
nunite in ſincere Purpoſes (depending on divine 
Strength) and ſay O Lord our God! we will 
give Thanks (in Heart, with our Lips and our 
Lives) we will give thanks unto Thee for ever. 
Eſ. xxx. 11, 12*, If you who are enlightned, 
e 8 and 
— — 25 b = v 
When he heard of the ever memorable Victory, 
which God was pleaſed to give on April 16, he put 
his Hands together, and bowed his Head (he could 
not riſe, or ſtand but by Help) in grateful Praiſe 
and Thanks to our Almighty Deliverer; and on 
hearing Conſiderations preparative to the Thankſgiv- 
ing Day, read to him, he took ſpecial Notice of 
the vaſt Slaughter of the Enemy, and the ſmall. 
Loſs, on our Side, fifty to one, fifty times told, 
made him admire. — And ſhall we ever allow | 
ourſelves to forget what God has wrought? 
May it not be a proper Means of reviving the grate- 


ful Impreſſions on our Hearts to read frequently P/al. 
exxiv? And will it not be a proper Step to perpe- 
tuate the Remembrance of this Deliverance to teach 
the Children that Portion of Scripture? Shewing 
them at the ſame time how applicable the Deſcrip- 
tion is, and never forget to inform them, that Po- 
piſh Prieſts, and Rome itſelf had Hand and Heart 
in the evil Defgn, | | 
* It may be very uſeful. to look often into two 
Pieces calculated to ſtir us up to our Duty, Britain's 


RNemembrancer, a valuable Book, deſerving great 


Regard ; and Popery aliuays the ſame, which ſets 
forth the grievous Perſecutions that the Proteſtants 
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1 
and have taſted that the Lord is gracious, 
you who know the Worth of the Goſpel and 
who fay you abide in Chrift, if you do not 
Honour the precious Saviour, and adorn his 
holy Religion, who ſhall? Be intreated to 
be more Active for God's Glory, O do more 
for the Honour of him that hath ſaved us. 
Weigh the important Words, Exra ix, 
13, 14. And after all that is come upon us 
for our evil Deeds, and for our great Treſpaſs, 
ſeeing that thou our God bas puniſhed u, ban 
our [niquities deſerve, and haſt given us ſuch 
Deliverance as This : Should wwe again break 
thy Commandments, and join in Afinity with 
the People of theſe Abominations? wouldeſ 
not Thou be angry with us till thou hadſt con- 
ſumed us, ſo that there ſhould be no Remnant 
nor eſcaping ? — O, if you love your Country, 
if you love your Souls, if you love the Goſpel, 
your Saviour, and your God, comply not with 
the faſhionable Abominations of this Age! Sepe- 
rate yourſelves from the expenſive and debaſing 
Entertainments which are ſo common. Sepe- 
rate yourſelves to whatſoever things are true, 
whatſoever things are honeft, — are juſt, — are 
pure, — are lovely, — are of good Report: If 
there be any Virtue, i there be any Praife, think 
1 | on 


3 


1 0 1 


—— — 


in the Southern Parts of France have, for three Vears 
paſt, and are at preſent ſuffering, thro? the wicked 
Inſtigations of Popiſh Prieſts; in which is exhibited 
2 lively Repreſentation of what our State might by 
this Time have been, if God had permitted thoſe proud 
Waters 1 have gone over our Souls, - 


(9.4: 
on theſe Things. Pbil. iv. 8. Be zealous for 
God's Glory in your Families, in inſtructing 
the Ignorant, and training up your Children 
and Servants as Mrabam did his, Gen. xvili. 19. 
In the Forld be ready to every Act of Piety 
and Charity: particularly to make the Word 
of God known, (thus you'll undermine Pope- 
ry, c.) to diſperſe Pieces that are the beſt 
calculated to oppugn that cruel Superſtition, 
and to awaken ſtupid Sinners, &c, And make a 
Stand againſt open Profaneneſs, and Immorality, 
by endeavouring to have the Laws put in Exe- | 
cution againſt notorious Offenders, -- In a Word, 
Keep the Example of your great Lord and 
Maſter in your Eye; ſtudy more the facred 
Records, pray frequently and fervently, watch 
always. —— Let Faith and Piety, Juſtice and 
Charity, Meekneſs and Humility, mortified- 
neſs to the Body, and the Pleaſures, Profits 
and Honours of this Life, be viſible in you, as 
they were in him you have now heard of, and 
theſe crowned with a ſpiritual and heavenly 
Mind, infatiably thirſting after Holineſs, hum- 
bly relying on Chriſt for Righteouſneſs and 
Strength, daily inviting the holy Spirit to your 
Hearts, and panting for God, for the living 
Gad, ſaying when ſhall we come (in the no- 
_ -bleſt Senſe) and appear before God? May you 
be quickned by his Narrative to ſet your Af- 
fections more on things Above, and not on 
Things on the Earth ! May you be helped to 
ſee, admire, and feel more of the conſtraining 
Love of God the Father, Son, and holy Spirit, 
| a 


nd 


(54) 
and thereupon to abound more inall the Fruits 
of Righteouſneſs to the Praiſe and Glory of 


him who hath called you out of Darkneſs ! in- 


to his aun iy er ee 


* 


— 


— 


* As no Ds has a more beaneiful Aspect, than 


Charity and Love among Chriſtians, no ſingle Vir- 


tue more ornamental to the Religion of our bleſſed 


Lord than this; this ſhould more than ever be 


cultivated, aiming at as near a Reſemblance to our 


divine Exemplar herein as can be attained, and to 


that End keeping his Temper in our Eye, "and EX-- 
amining ourſelves by that very important Paſſage 
of holy Writ, 1 Corn. xiii, — There is ſo much 
of this Spirit in the following Paragraph from the 
ingenious Mr Harvey's Reflections on a Flower- 


Garden, that I need not apologize for borcowing it. 


© In a Grove of Tulips, or a Knot of Pinks, one 
perceives a Difference in almoſt every Individual, 
Scarce any two are turned and tinctured exactly 


his Dreſs, tho? all belong to one Family; ſo that 


Emblem this of the ſmaller Differences among 
Proteſtant Chriſtians, I apprehend, that be- 


there is no more eſſential Difference, than between 
Flowers that bloom from the ſame kind of Seed, 

but happen to be ſomewhat diverſified in the Mix. 
ture of their Colours. In another Place, — * Be 
it ſo then, that we diſſent in ſome Points of in. 
conſiderable Conſequence, yet let us live amica- 
bly and ſociably together ; for we harmonize 
in Principals, tho we vary in Punctilios. Let 


us. join in Converſation, and intermingle In. 
, tereſts ; 


7. RETSTSRM 


alike : Each allows himſelf a little Peculiarity in 


they are various, and yet the ame. — A pretty 


' tween Chriſtians whoſe Judgments "diſagree only 
about a Form of Prayer, or Manner of Worſhip, - 


Po 


(55s) 


c Gall. be d to. copier. this 


Piece to any, the Author's requeſt to ſuch is, 


that in their f Moments, when they are, (thro 


the Spirit's Grace and Guidance, and the Re- 


3 Interceſſion) brought neareſt to the 


Throne, find moſt Communion with God and 
Liberty of Speech before him, then to aſk 

the lite Blaſings for him, as they do for them- 
ſelves. — Dulce Commercium ſed k reve Mo- 
mentum; cum tals Jars memento mei. 


Sweet In tercourſe, divinely fweer, 
(Moſt rich the Traffick, yet moſt free ): 


Seize the ſhort Moment, dear, but fleet, 
Enjoy! ing it, remember me. 


| Never forget i in ſuch a Moment Zion 8 Cauſe, 
but plead that the Lord would (as he hath 
promiſed, Jo. iv. 5.) create upon every dwell- 
ing Place of Mount Zion, and upon her Aſ- 
ſemblics, a Cloud and Smoak by Day, and 
'the ſhining of a flaming Fire by Night : For 
upon all the Glory ſhall be a Defence, (or as 


the Septuagint®) I fall he defended with alt 


"the Glory, i. e. of God. Mention before him, 


when PO: Heart trembles becauſe Iniquity fo | 
. abounads 


1 


— 


1 tereſts; diſcover no Eſtrangement of Behaviour ; 
and cheriſh no Alienation of Affection: If any 
_ © Strife ſubſiſts, let it be to follow our divine Ma- 
e ſter moſt cloſely in Humility of Heart, and Un- 
3 9 blameableneſs of Life, &c.” Refi, p. 57 
IIe 7H Sy THETA} 76] at 5 8. 


FI 


4 
. 
— 1 
— ——— — 
— — ——— —— T-T—— —-— 4 * * 8 = 
* 


. —— — 


— 


. — — — — ͥ́ — —— — — — 
— ͤ (:ꝛ——fÜUlükñ ] 0ñß( ið ———ĩVvr˖j—r*—tr?ꝛ r wnQ̃¶ ͤʃAX, — — ,,,, — 


; 
| 

} 

i 
N 
| 
1 
k 
F 
* 

4 
inn 
1 
j 


- - 2 . — . > A m- > Þ-. T2 — _ 
LCD CET —————— —— — . — ̃—KxT— IE < << 


NY CCC 


— — — = ene Ü. — 


— 2 
— * 
* — — — 


— 


== - = db — 


t 
[ 
1 
i 
4 
" 
v5 
is! 
| 
i 
f 
4 | 
1 
N t 
. 

' 
tf | 
in 
i 
! 

4 


— ö— = - — — — _ TS 
— — — —— - — — — — I —— — — 
* * * — — > — — 
- — 20 — — — 
— —— — — — - 2 - — — * 
* * — 22272 — — XD — — « — — 7 


= 

— ——— 
ET = = - 
— — — — PROS = 

wa 22 — — 


* 8 e 7 


* BR 
; - ( * 6 ) 3 1 


abounds, and the love of mam wands cold, men- 


tion his Promiſe, 1/. xliv. 2, 4, 4, 5. Thus ſaith. 
the Lord that made thee, an formed thee from 
the Womb, which will help thee, Fear not, O 
Jacob my Servant, and thou Feſurun, whom I 
have choſen. For I will poor Water upon bim 


that is thirfly, and floods upon the dry ground : 


T will pour my ſpirit upon thy Seed, and my Bleſ- 
ng upon thine Offspring : And they ſhall ſpring 

up as among the Graſs, as Willows by the Water- 

courſes, One ſhall ſay, I am the Lord's: and 


another ſhall call himſelf by the Name of Jacob: 


and another ſhall ſubſeribe with his Hand (moſt 


folemnly covenant): unto the Lord, and ſurname 


' bimſelf by the Name of Iſrael. — Be encouraged 
by the Example of the exceeding rich, and 


ſovereign Grace which theſe Memoirs have ex- 
hibited, and by the full Promiſes God. has 
left us in his Word, and pray always but never 


CnaisriAx; delineated in two oppoſite Deſcripti- 
ons. 3 


11 Of the governing Qualities of the Soul, and Practice 
of the Life of an unconverted or inſincere Profeſlor. | 
2. The Qualities and Practice of a true Convert, or ſin- 
cere Chriſtian ; with Exhortation and Adviee to each. 
Deſign'd to make the 'Work of Self-Acquaintance and 
Examination more eaſy and — both to young and 
old. To which are added, Prayers on ſeveral Occaſions, 
for a Family and a private Perſon, | | 
Printed for Richard Hett, 


The 


The Glory of God and the Redeemer reſplen- 
dent in exaiting the Low Tree. | 


| OCCASIONED BY | 
The Remarkable Converſion, Holy Life, 
and Happy Death of 


THOMAS SEEGER. 


A poorilliterate Huſbandman of Kerſey, in the 
County of Sffolk, who departed this Life 
October 23, 1746, in the Forty Third Year 
of his Age. : 


By ISA 4C TOMS. 


Let the Wicke ke his Way, and the Unrighteous 
Man his Thoughts, and let him return unto the 
Lord, and he will have Mercy upon him, and to 
our God. for he will abundantly pardon, — Inſtead 
of the Thorn ſhall come up the Fir-Tree, and in- 
ſteadof the Briar hall come up the Myrtle-Tree : 
And it fhall be to the Lord for a Name, for an 

everlaſting Sign that ſhall nat be cut off. 

Iſaiah lv. 7. 13. 
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HE Author of the follow- 


10 96% 


92 that it needs an Apology 
N for it's Appearance in the 
2 N. 4 N World, but hopes that 


e with all candid Perſons it's 
Defeats will be overlooked when it's 


known it was not ſtudied with a View 
to be made public, but for a plain, practi- 
cal Diſcourſe (adapted for the Improve- 


ment of ſo gracious a Providence) to a 


People not defirous of, or ſuited for cri- 


tical Exactneſs, but Deter pleaſed with 


pflain Dealing, and preaching to the Heart. 


As ſome Hearers of this Character ex- 
preſſed their Deſires that it might be pub- 
liſhed, and their Hopes that it might be 


made uſeful to Souls, their Wiſh was the 
more readily complied with. 


With- 
out offering any other Reaſons inducing 
to the Publication, or . detaining longer 


from the Peruſal, the Reader is exhorted 


to aim /ncerely to improve the Subject, 
and the Example in bis own Life ; and to 


> ing Sermon is very ſenſible 
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Grace will be pleaſed to proſper this(how- 


ever mean) and every other fincere Attempt 
for the Advancement of the precious Re- 
deemer's Kingdom, and weakning Gatan's 
Empire; That he will afford us a Cloud 
of hich Converts, as a comfortable Evi- 
dence that his holy Spirit is not departed, 
that his Soul doth not abbor us, and as 
an happy Preſage of a Day of Refreſh- 


ing from the Preſence of the Lord. Let us 


be encouraged moſt fervently to intreat 
him, in the Name of our only Advocate 
and Interceſſor, to grant that theſe Lands, 
which he has amazingly ſaved, may enjoy 
what he promiſed to 'his People, Ferem. 
xxiv. 6, 7. For I will ſet mine Eyes upon 
them for good, and 1 will build them, and 


not pull them down ; and ] will plant them, 


and not pluck them up. And I will give 
them an Heart to know me, that I am the 
Lord, and they ſhall be my People, and 1 


will be their God: For they ſhall return 
unto me with their whole Heart. To this 
let all the People ſay, Amen. 


Ezekiel 


Riekfer xvii. 2 4+ 


And all the Trees of the Field ſhall know 
har I the Lord have brought down the 
high Tree, have exalted the low Tree, 

have dried up the green Tree, and have 
made the dry Tree to flouriſh : 1 the 

Lord have ſpoken and have done it. 


opt "2% Tis the Duty of religious 
Sig Perions to attend carefully 
to the Works and Ways of 


y others, both in the Courſe 
Jof Providence and Grace. 
In ſecret and more myſteri- 
OUS diſplays of his Power and Goodneſs, the 
Notice is (often at leaſt) to be kept to ourſelves, 
but in what 1s more Fublick, or fit to be 
made Publick for the Glory of the Lord who 
hath done it, that ſhould be made known, and 


here we ſhould magnify his We rl. which Men 


. behold. 


Theſe Conſiderations are a Vindication of 1 


what we are about to enter on, which is to 
diſplay the and rich Favour of God 
lately 
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> God toward themſelves and 


lately ſhewn to an obſcure, neglected Perſon 
of no Note, or Name, either in the World 
or Church, a low Tree, a dry Tree, But be- 
hold! The Lord ſeeth not as Man ſeeth, he 
viſited this abject Perſon with his diſtinguiſh- 
ing Love, raiſed him from the State of Bond- 
age and Corruption, into the glorious Freedom 
and Liberty of the Children of God; or as 
in the Text, he exalted the low Tree, and 
made the dry Tree to flouriſb. 3 
I would aim on this Subject to exalt free 
Grace, and magnify the Power, Mercy and 
other Perfections of God, and the Redeemer: 
Would alſo endeavour to ſhew (as we paſs 
along) how humble the Proud ſhould be, how 
watchful thoſe who make the faireſt ſhew, and 
are high in their own Conceit, or the Eſteem 
of the World : Alſo what Encouragement the 
poor and deſpiſed, the neglected, and over- 
looked, and even thoſe who as yet have no 
true Principle of Holineſs, what Encourage- 
ment ſuch may receive to repent, from the 
Lord's Doings which are marvellous in that 
he brings down the high Tree, and exalteth the 
Low. I hope theſe views, by a divine Bleſ- 
ſing will be anſwered by the enſuing Diſcourſe 
which will conſiſt of the following Parts, 


I. In giving the Senſe of the Words read. 


II. Confirming and illuſtrating their Truth, 
in the Senſe we take them, by God's gracious 
and wonderful Dealings with our pious Friend 


departed. 
BL 


— > — WT TRE — 9 A 5 
- — — — — nt Hon — 
. 2 = — - — - — 
—> =Z _ — - — — 2 22 — 2 - - - „ — « « l - i T _ > 
T — — y = — . — _ 
: A — 
— - : . - = — I = 
: 2 — Pas, —— was. th — — my — 
: = * 
* 


— ONES = — — 
x mo 7 N — — 
e AED = — — — — 2 

_ — — 


———ů— => nn 


—ů— 
— 


Rr 


— — 


—— 


bi 
„ 
1 
f 
0 
4 
| 
o 


= > —— 


—— + — 
um 


— — 
* S 2 >” 
- 2 


— 

— x. — ee 
== . —j— OL — — 
2 = 7 — 
— — — > << — — — 


- 
2 
— — 


- — — 
— 


1 2 
rr ee 
5 — — een. 

— — 


og => +: 
= 


_— 


2 — 
CE MR =. 
rr 
- - — — 4 

ES] ELIE —— = == 75 
— S —— — — 
= : — A 

- —— TV. £ 2 


== TEA —— 8 


5 — 2 5 —— 5 FRM 
__——— — 7 * * / 4 " " . 5 F * — > 4 k - , 
© abs wand "owe * — — . Ani — 4 * —  ———— * ex ——_ * r — * n 1 
5 x — 4 at; za ih 


\ 


(09) - ä 

III. Applying the Text, and the Event 
which occalioned the choice of it, for our own 
Improvement. | 


- 


We are, 5 AE: 
I. To give the Senſe of the Words read. 


Some Time muſt be ſpent here becauſe they 
are figurative, and' are differently interpreted 


by learned Expoſitors. I ſhall mention but 


two of their Interpretations, and add a third 


containing the Senſe in which we ſhall take 


them on this Occaſion. 

1. The Words are interpreted as figura- 
tively repreſenting God's deſtroying Babylon, 
and overturning the A{y#ian Monarchy (under 
the Power of which his People had been long 


held in Captivity) and at the fame Time 


bringing up the Fews from their Bondage into 


to prolper®. 


their Native Land, and there making them 


Thus explained all the Trees of the Field 
are all Kings and Princes, Nations, and Peo- 


ple; the high Tree brought down, and the 


green Tree dried up, is the mighty and flou- 
riſhing Empire of Aſyria overturned ; the low 


Tree exalted, the dry Tree made to flouriſh, 


is the People of God (the Jewiſb Nation) raiſed 
| out 


—— — 
— — 


* — »„O— 


* The Words, I have brought down the high 
Tree, the learned Grotius thus renders and gloſſes: 
Humiliavi tignum ſublime.] Deprimam Babylon is. 
Preterita enim hæc futuri habent ſenſum, Tet? 
[ quitur quia vivebat ſub Babylaniis, 


(64) | 
out of their S ir of Slavery i in Babylon, and 
eſtabliſhed gloriouſly i in their own Land; and 
all this change in ſuch manner fected that 
all Perſons ſhould ſee God had commanded it, 
and executed the Deſign with his own Hand. * 
All this was in Fact done, Babylon was re- 
markably deſtroyed, according to Prophecy, 
and the Fews were reſtored, and made to 
flouriſh in their own Kingdom, when that op- 
preſſing City, and Monarchy was no.more,— 
'E 70 en whom was United the Kingdoms of 
the 


There is much Grandeur and Majefty in the 
Expreſſion, I the Lord have ſpoken and have done 
it; and it may be compared with Moſess Manner 


of relating what God did when he created the Hea- 


vens and the Earth, Gen. i. 3, ſeg. And God ſaia, 
let there be Light, and there wasLight. And 
Cod ſaid, let there be a Firmament, &c, and it 
20as fo, —— And God ſaid, let the Waters under 


the Heavens be gathered together, &c. and it was ſo, 
c. — This fublime Language neceſſitated a re- 


nowned Heathen Writer to make this juſt Obſerva- 
tion upon it. — * In like Manner the Legiſlator 
of the Fews, who was no ordinary Man, having 

« juſt and adequate Notions of the Grandeur and 
« Puiflance of the Deity, has at the Beginning of his 
© Laws exprefſed himſelf with all ſuitable Dignity 
in the following Words: God. ſaid let there be 
* Light, and there was Light ; Let the Earth be 
made, and the Harth was made.” Longinus on the 
Sublime, e. vitl. 
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| CN 7 
the Medes and Perfians) was the Inſtrument 
God uſed to bring the change to pals, and he 
had named him in the Prophecy of 1/aiab two 
hundred Years before he was born, and. faid 
he ſhould perform all his Pleaſure Ja. xliv. 28, 
c. xlv. 1. * Thus ſome underſtand the Text, 
and a very good Interpretation it is, and may 
be looked on alſo as a ſtanding Rule of God's 
Proceedings towards the Enemies of his Church 
in after Ages, which ſooner or later he brings 
down to ruin, and raiſes up his People at the 
ſame Time. Bur, F 
A⁊aby. Other Expoſitors, ſuppoſe the King- 
dom of Satan in the World, and the Kingdom 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in it's ſmall Begin- 
ning and after Increaſe to be the Things ſpo- 
ken of. i | 
Thus the high and green Tree 1s Satan's 
vaſt, and- extenſive Power and Dominion 
brought down, and the low and dry Tree the 
Kingdom of our Redeemer in the World, at 
| firſt, for ſmallneſs, like a grain of Muſtard- 
ſeed, or a little Leaven, but in Time, exalted 
to a moſt flouriſhing Condition. And this in 
ſuch away that all the Trees, (the Nations and 
People of the Earth) have Evidence it was 
the Lord's doing. 5 8 : 
5 io . i ben 
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It will be very inſtructive, and tend to confirm 
the Reader's Faith in the holy Scriptures to confult 
the learned Prideaux's Hiſtory of theſe Events, in 
his Conneetion of the Hiſtory of the Old and New 
Teflament vol, I. p. 119 to 132, Octavo, 6th Edit, 
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(6) 

This Fulfilment was moſt en at the 
firſt Propagation of 'the Goſpel, when Satan 
held alt the World in Blindneſs as to the true 
God, (except the Jews,) and involved a great 
part of the Earth in groſs Idolatry, - 

This is alſo a good Interpretation of the 
Words, and is parallel to what our Lord ſays 
of his Kingdom, Matt. xiii. 31. — 38. And 
this gives to God all the Glory of the Spread of 
his Goſpel in the World, and of the overrnrow 
of Satan's Empire. The Lard hath ſpoken 
and done it. 

But there is another Senſe 1 would take the 
Words in by way of Accommodation, and to 


anſwer the particular Deſign of this Diſcourſe : 


it is with Reſpect to what paſſeth within the 
Pale of the Church itſelf, in the Fall and Riſe 
of Profeſſors, ' And thus, 

!: 3dly. The Field is the whole profeſling Church 
of Chriſt, the Trees are the Profeſſors, the high 
Tree brought down is the fpectous and admi- 
red Profeſſor of high Attainments, much 
Knowledge, great Shew of Religion ſpreading 
like a Palm Tree, exalted and flouriſhing in 
his own Opinion, and in the Opinion and Eyes 
of all around him. Or in a Word, the pro- 
tciling Chriſtian, a Phariſee, The low Tree, 
and.dried up, exalted and made to flouriſh, is 


a Profeſſor who was the moſt unlikely Perſon, 


from Meaneſs, ſuppoſe, of natural Abili- 
ties, or Diſadvantages of Education, vicious 


l labits contracted, one deſpiſed and overlook'd 


in the World, of no Name, and ſcarce any 
3 Place 


(67) 


Place in the Church, or in one Word, the 


Frofeſſing Chriſtian, who is as an Heathen Man, 
or a Publican, 


The former der oY down, is ts falling N 
away, and ſhewing himſelf an Hypocrite by 
his evil Courſes, which being once ſeen, dries 


up the green Tree, makes his fair Profeſſion 
of no Eſteem, withers him in the Eyes of Be- 
holders. The exalting the low, and making 


the dry to flouriſh, is the Converfon, and after 


Sonfiification, and remarkable Advancement 


in Holineſs of the Profeſſor, from whom no 
good was ever expected. This is the Senſe in 
which 1 ſhall take the Text by way of Alluſſon, 


and thus it 1s very full of Inſtruction, and moſt 
ſuitable to the Point in view. under” the next 


general Head. This ſhews that God bringeth 
it to paſs, that fair Profeſſors often wither Ta 


come to nothing, when Publicans, and Harlots, 
and the meaneſt and moſt unlikely of all who 
ſtand in the Field of the Church, are ſavingly 
converted, turned from Darkneſs unto Light, 
and from the Power of Sin and Satan unto 
God (As xxvi. 18.) and are made eminent 


in true Religion, to grow in Grace and 


in the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

Here, as in the former Interpretations, the 
Work is the Lord's. — 1 the Lord have brought 
down, have exalted, have dried up, have made 
to fouriſh, I the Lord have ſpoken, and have 
done it. And herein Tree Grace ſhines forth 


with Omnipotent Power, and amazing Luſtre 


I} 
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„„ 
in the Salvation of the chief of Sinners, and 
thoſe who appeared the moſt unlikely ever to 
be recovered; and no leſs divine but awfu! 


Fuſtice, with unſpotted Holineſs, are diſplayed 


in the Ruin of Hypocrites, and overthrow of 


 whited Sepulchres, or fair Profeſſors of notional 


Acquaintance in Religion, and ſpecious Pretentes, 
but void of Religion in the Heart, O dreadful 
Ruin of the one! O wondrous Advancement 
of the other! How holy, juſt, and Sin-hating 


a God, finding out and detecting the Falſe- 
hearted under whatever Cloak and Cover? 


How merciful and free in divine Goodneſs how 
compaſſionate and condeſcending ? —— We 
muſt cry out with the Apoſtle, Rom, xi. 33. 
O the Depth of the Riches both of the Wiſdom 
and Knowledge of (God ! how unſearchable are his 
Fudements, and his Ways paſt finding out 

I would here refer you for further Aſſiſtance 
in apprehending this Interpretation of the Text, 
to the Parable of the Phariſee and Publican, 


ſpoken by our Lord to certain who truſted in 
themſelves that they were righteous, and de- 


ſpiſed others (the former, the high and flou- 
riſhing, the deſpiſed, the low and dried), in 
Like xviii. 9,——15. you'll ſee the following 
Application made thereof, by him who was 
unerring in Wiſdom, For every one that exal- 
teth bimſelf, ſhall be abaſed, and he that humbleth 
himſelf ſhall be exalted, * We might profitably 


have 


1 1 is humbly offered to the Conſideration of all 


Mliniſters of the Goſpel into whoſe Hand this may 


come 


r 
have applied all this to every true Convert 
with regard to the State out of which he is 

; brought, 


5 


— * ne 


come, whether the Intereſts of the Redeemer's King - 


dom has not ſuffered of late Years by an encteaſing 


Omiſſion of the good Word of God in Compoſures 
for the Pulpit.— It appears a good ſtep towards the 
revival of Religion, that all means be uſed to make 


the Bible known and underſtood among us. — This 
is the beſt Weapon offenſive and defenſive againſt, Ini- 


quity and Popery, and there is no Room to queſtion 
but the Spread of both has been promoted by Igno- 
rance of the Scriptures. — Will it not contribate 
much to remove this Ignorance, if Sermons abound 
with Proofs, Illuſtrations, Examples, c. from 
that inex hauſtible Magazine? I remember to have 
read that it was the Judgment of one of the wiſeſt 
and beſt Men, that thoſe Sermons are the riche/? 


| which have moſt of God's Word in them: — That 
is, ſuppoſing that it be well and toiſely applied; elſe 


it may be mere Scripture common Place, and no 
Sermon at all. If the good Practice of our Fore- 
Fathers Days was revived, it would be an happy 


Omen. If Miniſters quoted Scripture, with Chapter 


and Verſe, and People (particularly Young Perſons) 
brought their Bibles to mark the References, 


the following Benefits, among others might be 


hoped for. lt would bring that Sacred Book into 


more Uſe, — It would greatly Help recolleſt ion, and 


bring the Principal Inſtructions in the Diſcourſe to 
Mind again. It would find the Hearers much reli- 
gious Employment in Lord's Day Evenings.—Would 
make them more famziliarly acquainted with the 
Works and Ways of God, and enrich their Know- 
ledge in divine Truth. — It would afford ſpecial 

Advantage 
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brought, and iuio which he is brought. When 
in a State of Sin, he was high and lifted up 
againſt God, proud, and flouriſhing in his own 


Apprehenſion (Revel. iii. 17. 18.) and perhaps 


daring in his Impiety. or Debaucheries, his 
Injuſtice, or Oppreſſions, but when renewing 
Grace comes it brings him down into the Duft 


of Repentance, and makes all his Confidence 


and Boaſtings to wither. When this Work 


of Humiliation, and Contrition is thoroughly 


wrought, then God exalts the Perſon, lifts up 
the Sinner's Head with Hopes of Pardon, 
Grace, and Glory, (for the fake of the preci- 
ous Redeemer's Obedience, and Sufferings) and 
hereupon he begins to flouriſh in Holineſs, 
All this is verified in every one who is brought 
out of a State of Sin, into an holy Courſe of 


Life, and this we ſhall ſee (in one Inſtance) 
«by what I am now about to offer in the Cha- 


rafter of the deceaſed, in whom at the ſame 
Time will be illuſtrated God's ſovereign Man- 
ner of diſplaying ſaving Mercy in his Church, 

= eexalting 
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Advantage for rivetting matters, whether hiſtorical, 

doctrinal, &c. on their Memory's. — Would give 
frequent Opportunity of caſting Light on ſome obſcure 
Places, which otherwiſe, perhaps, the Hearers would 
never underſtand, —And once more (which of itſelf 
is ſure ſufficient to determine every Proteſtant to ap- 


prove this Scheme) it would be one of the beſt Pre- 


ſervatives from the Errors and cruel Principles of 
the Church of Rome. Sound Knowledge of the Bible 
will iſſue in hatred of Popery, | 


4 
| exalting the deſpiſed (O that none of us may 


be Inſtances of the other Part, his awful Fuftice 


in bringing fair, but falſe Profeflors to the 
' Ground!) and at the ſame Time his Method 
of caſting down Imaginations, and every high 
thing that exalteth itſelf againſt the Knowleage of 
God, and bringing into Captivity (the moſt entire 
and abſolute Subjection) every Thought to the 
Obedience of Chriſt ; according to the A poſtle's 
Declaration. 2. Corin. x. 5, Thus we have 
ſhewn three Interpretations of the Text, each 
very full of Inſtruction, and fulfilled, 1. In 
the overthrow of the mighty Empire of Af 
Hria, ce. 

proceed therefore to the ſecond general 
Head 
I. To confirm and Nuftrate the Words, 
in the third Senſe put upon them, by God's 
gracious and wonderful Dealings with our pious 
Friend departed. This I ſhall do from my 
own Knowledge in great part, and from what 
is to me undoubted Teſtimony, 

He was, at Forty-two Years of Age, 1gno- 
rant in religious Matters to the greateſt degree 
conceivable, He was a Neglecter of the Lord's 
Pay, and, when 1n violent Paſſions, a Profa- 
ner of the moſt holy and reverend Name of 
God his Maker, His Temper and Practice 
had been openly bad in his Family, and in a 
Word he was under the Power and Reign of 
Sin; in the Kingdom of Darkneſs, led captive by 
Satan at his Pleaſure. But the Lord was pleaſed 
to awaken and enlighten him in the Depth 
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1 
of all his Blindneſs and Slavery, and brought 
him to the greateſt Concern about his precious 
and immortal Soul. This Concern was wrought 
without the ordinary Means ; not by reading 
God's Word, for he could not read (nor any 
in his Family, fo as to benefit him, tho? eight 
in Number) nor by publick Ordinances, tor 
theſe he had much neglected, and owned when 
he attended he could not underſtand ; his Ig- 
norance was ſo groſs that doubtleſs it greatly 
hindered him. But God was pleaſed to ſend 
ſharp Afflictions, and then he made bim con- 
der. He ſtirred up natural Conſcience, and 
at the ſame Time ſet before him his many and 
vaſt Iniquities, and the Judgment Seat, which 
he apprehended he ſhould very ſoon be called 
to, to anſwer before God for all his Crimes. — 
Hereupon he was brought to cry out trembling 
and in Tears to know what he muſt do to be 
faved. Further, God directed him to ſeek 
out for Inſtruction, and ſent him Inſtructors, 
and crowned their Edeavours with wonderful 
Succeſs. He granted him Knowledge of Chris? 
Jeſus and the Holy Spirit, the Sanctifier, and 
gave him Faith in the one, by the Energy of 
the other (accompanying the Means uſed,) 
wrought him up to the moſt eminent Repen- 
tance, produced Love, and every Grace, and 
made moſt exemplary in holy Improvement 
of all his Time, and in Concern'for God's Glo- 
ry, and for the Souls of his Relations, and 
Friends. — He granted him near a Year's 


Space from his firſt F Convictions, and 
thro? 


1 
thro* this Time did Wonders for him, mak- 
ing him holy in all Manner of Converſation, 
an Ornament to Religion, and meet to be a Par- 
taker of the Inheritance of the Saints in Ligbt, 
and then from the greateſt Poverty and exter- 
nal Wretchedneſs, he received him (thro? the 
precious Redeemer's Merits and Interceſſion) 
_ his Glory 3 
Now you will allow ſuch a Sinner as he had 
been, cut off from publick Worſhip, as he 
was for above a Year before his'Death, in the 
meaneſt, and moſt diſtreſſed Circumſtances, 
groſsly ignorant, unable to read, and without 
any in his Family able to read well, and in- 
telligibly, and in his Body withered, languiſh- 
ing in Pain and Miſery, with a Sou] rooted in 
 Tniquity, I fay you will allow ſuch a Perſon as 
this, may well be called a ow Tree, and à ary, 
or without any Figure, a Profeſſor of Chriſti- 

anity in the loweſt. Form, and one would think 
the leaſt likely of any Man in the World to 
be converted (which is being exalted) and 
ſanctified (which is to be green and flouriſh- 
ing). H/ho would ever think it ſhould ſo be? But 
(as has been before hinted) God's Thoughts 
are not our Thoughts, nor his Ways our Ways. 
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* 
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* This is but a ſummary Account of what was 

more largely related from the Pulpit, but the Rea- 
der is referred to the Memoirs of his Life for full 
Information of his Life and Character, and - wha 


God did for, and by him. 


6024 ) 
We have ſeen how his Spirit changed him! f 
led him to true Repentance, brought him to 
the Lord Feſus, made him acquainted with him- 
ſelf as the Sanctifier, and altered his Thoughts, 
Words, and Actions: Made him not only con- 
cerned for his own Soul and thoſe of his Fa- 
mily, but alſo for all his Relations and Friends. 
Dir; not God herein exalt this loteſt Tree in the 
Field, (in the profeſſing Church) and mate 
this dry Tree 10 fourifh and bear heavenly Fruit 
in abundance ? Was not God the Author of all 
this ? Indeed he uſed Means but he was not 
| teſs the Author of the Change on that Account. 
His Word read, Prayer, good. Inſtructions, 
Sc. were the Means uſed; but before theſe 
God had vroug bi a Diſpofition in bim deſiring 
them, prizing them, and then he ſent and * 
ceeded them, Who can help ſaying, the 
Lord hath ſpoken, and hath done it? It is the 
Lord's doing and it is Marvellous in our Eyes! 
The Work was God's molt remarkably ; he 
choſe to ſingle out this low, deſpiſed periſbing 
Shrub to make a Plant of renown of, and like 
the Cedars of the Lord. Let us give Glory 
to him who hath done it, and fay, Praiſe ye 
the Lord, let the Lord's Name be praiſed ! 
But it may be aſked how does this Caſe 
illuſtrate the whole Text ? It ſeems only to ſhew 
how freely God exalted one who ſeemed moſt 
unlikely to become a Praiſe in the Churches, 
but not how he brought down the high Tree, 
and made the green to be dried up. — Ah 
my Friends muſt I then revive your Remem- 
| brance 


„ = 
brance of thoſe Inſtances you have known (God 
rant. we may none of us add to their Num- 
ber !) Who once looked fair and eminent in 
their Profeſſion, had head Knowledge, Tongue 
Religion, were eſteemed, in ſolemn Afſem- 
blies, towered as was Thought heavenward, 
and (which indeed to diſcerning Chriſtians 
might have foretold their End) Phariſees like 
deſpiſed others, and would have faid to the 
Perſon we have now heard of, ſtand further, 
Jam holier than Thou, But, alas! they are 
fallen, fallen ſome from their Profeſſion, per- 
haps, into Deiſm or Atheiſm, others into o 
Sin, and others (dreadful Thought) into Hell 
itſelf, .O ! while we hear let us tremble, and 
take to ourſelves the Apoſtle's wholeſom Ad- 
vice, Rom. xi. 20. It is by Faith we ſtand, be 
not hig b. minded, (that is the way to fall) but fear. 
Your Knowledge in the World, perhaps 
within the Compaſs of this Church, will I am 
perſwaded confirm this Truth, that when our 
dear Brother * was by God raiſed up from the 
moſt deſperate State, made green and flouriſh- 
ing in Holineſs, others have been caſt down, 
withered away, loſt all their Splendour, and 
*tis to be feared, loſt their Souls for ever. 
But we might here have ſhewn how our pious 
Friend was actually an Example of the Com- 
pletion of both Parts of the Text, His N. 
3 | „ of - 
7 So he is tiled more than once in this Sermon, 


not as being one of our Church or Denomination, for 


* 


he was neither; but as being a true Chriſtian, a 


Lover of the Lord Feſus Chriſt in Sincerity. 
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of Sin was a State of Self-Exaltation ' againſt 
God : And while he thought he could live 
without his Maker, profaning his Name, vio- 
lating his Sabbaths, and in other open Sins, 
doubtleis he thought himſelf fair and green, as 
Manaſſeb when he reigned in his Wickednefs, 
or Saul, when he. perſecuted Chriſtians unto 
Death. But the high Tree was brought down, 
as you have ſeen, his Heart was humbled and 
broken, he was laid low as in Sackcloth and 
Afhes, mingled his Tears with his Food, and 
all his former Boldneſs in Sin blaſted, and he 
made to tremble as an Aſpen Leaf before the 
expected ! ribunal of his Judge, — But then, 
O the pleaſing View! when thus humbled he 
was exalted by God, was received on his Faith 
and Repentance, as the returning Prodigal in- 
to his Father's Arms; was clothed (and this 
with Chriſt's Righteouſneſs) and had the Ring 
put on his Finger, his Return and Reception 
like to what is recorded, Luke xv. 20, — 23. 
He was made to flouriſh in Holineſs for a 
| Seaſon on Earth, and is now I] doubt not, 
taken to the Joy of his Lord, — Thus we 
have ſeen God's Dealings towards this Perſon 
caſt a Light on the Text, and we. own with 
delightful Wonder, — The Lord hath ſpoken, 
and hath done it, —— We are now in the laſt 
Place, . R 
IIIahy. To apply tne Text, and the Event 
which occaſioned this Diſcourſe, for our own 
Improvement. 3 , : 
And here, 
EE iv | 110 


(1 

11. Let us adore the Sovereigniy of Cod, and 
magnify his free Grace, and almighty Power 
viſible in the Recovery of /uch a Sinner. — O 


give him the Praiſe his Mercy and Love de- 


mands! Do ſo whenever you ſee or hear that 


| wretched Sinners are changed, and eſpecially 


if you find it ſo in yourſelves, Own it to his 
Glory. He appeared and viſited me when 
I was like a Tree twice dead, plucked up by 
the Roots (Fade xii.) Dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sins. When I might have been cut down as a 


Cumberer and Corrupter of the Ground, even 
* then of his free Love and aſtoniſhing Grace be 


* ſpoke and I revived! * We ſhould remem- 
ber this Inſtance of his Sovereign Mercy ſo 
long as we live, and delight to magnify ſuch 
his Goodneſs ; our Tongues ſhould taik of theſe 
his wonderful Works, to the Praiſe of the 
Riches, of the Glory of his Grace in Chriſt 
FJeſus our Lord. — This Improvement of the 
Subject may be better remember'd if Ezek. xvi. 
5, — 15. be frequently read, where by the 
wretched helpleſs Condition of an Infant, juſt 
born, and left in the Highway, without an 


to take notice of it, ourhelpleſs and vile State 


by Sin, is well repreſented, and by God's 
Compathion ſhewn towards the Infant in it's 
Blood, may well be figured his free Love and 
Tenderneſs to his People. 

2dly. Learn from the Subject to perſevere i in 
Prayer for the Converſion of thoſe who may 


{cem the moſt unlikely of all others to obtain 


it. — You know not what God may do: He 
often 


AS. : 

often makes Men fay with wonder, Is not ths 
a Brand pluck'd out of the Fire? Zech. iii. 2, — 
And fo for the Church of Chriſt in theſe Lands, 
tho* very degenerate and it's Greenneſs loſt, 
yet ceaſe not to pray in ſecret, in your Fami- 
Iy, and in his Houſe (eſpecially when Mini- 
ſters meet on this occaſion *) that God would 
eſtabliſh and make his 7eru/a/em a Praiſe in 
the Earth. — We have ſeen that one like an 
Heathen Man or a Publican, under all manner 
of Diſadvantages, has been reſcued ; are ſome of 
your Friends, your Relations, perhaps your 
Children like Branches cut off, yet pray 
earneſtly for them ſtill, the Lord Febovab 
can make them Green and Flouriſhing, and 
perhaps may do ſo when you are dead and 
gone. „ 1 A 

3aly. We who are fair Profeſſors, and ſeem 
higher and more eminent than others ſhould 
learn from what we have heard, to have a Sa- 
cred Fealouſy over our own Hearts, The higher 
the Tree the ſtronger the Roots ſhould be, 
and the deeper and wider they ſhould extend, 
elſe ſooner than any other it will be blown 
down. — O ſee to it, that thy Profeſſion be 
not all thou haſt in Religion! What is the 
= | _ Chaff 
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* This refers to the Practice in this Neighbourhood 
where the Days of Solemn Humiliation, during the 
wicked Rebellion, are, fince the Almighty ſo graci- 

feared for us, turned into Days of Prayer 
for the return of his holy Spirit's Inffuence to his 

Churches. | | 


„ « 79) 

Chaff to the Wheat, faith the Lord? How: | 
ever fair thou mayſt appear what will it avail 
if thy Righteouſneſs is only that of the Scribes 
and Phariſees, for the Lord Feſus has faid- 
(Matt. v. 20) unleſs it exceeds theirs, ye ſhall 
in no caſe enter into the Kingdom of God, 
which is the ſame as to ſay, you will be | 
brought down to Hell. There alas! will the 
high Tree be laid, and it's once green Branches 
conſumed ; it Humility was not at the Root, 
if Grace was not at the Heart, and if it ſtood 
not y Union with Chrift, 

Let me give you in caution what the de- 
ceaſed did to thoſe about him: Take care leit 
you be like the Young Man in the Goſpel. 
He faid, all theſe have Ikept from my Youth, 
what Jack 1 yet? (You may ſee the Hiſtory at 
your leifure, Matt. xix. 16, 23) Chriſt gave 
him one Commandment, and ſooner than com- 
Ply, he went away from him ſorrowing. Co- 
vereouſneſs was his Ruin. O ſee to it, I ſpeak 
to you as from the Dead; Oſ ee to it that you 

be not like the Young Man in the Goſpel, 
ſooner leave Chriſt than your Sins. | 
Abh. We learn from this Subject and Exam 

ple, that 10 awakened Sinner ſhould deſpair. 
However great and many thy Sins may have 
been, -however ignorant or mean in natural 
Endowments, or low and deſpiſed in Condi- 
tion; tho condemn'd by the World, thy own 
Conſcience, and God's Word, yet there is 
Hope for Thee if thou ſpeedily, if this Night 
thou wilt, in Prayer, cry cartientsy for * | 

ro 


I 
thro* Feſus Chriſt, and: enter upon a new 
Courſ e of Practice. O Sinner be Hot — 
nate in Sin then there is no Hope. — But if 
you who are as yet Enemies by wicked Works 
will endeavour to imitate che Convert we have 
now heard of, if you will think of your Sins 
(and begin as you can to break them off) ſeek | 
after Knowledge; fly to the precious Saviour 

who offers to intercede for you) if you pray 
for the holy Spirit, ſearch God's Word, keep 
his Sabbaths, and deſire to become new 
Men; then there is good Hope in your Cale, 
Who can tell (tho?, thou may'ſt have been an 
uncommon Sinner) but God may be pleas'd, 
to magnify his Grace in Thee alſo, for he ex- + 
alteth the low Tree, and maketh the dry Wi 
flouriſh. _ 

Is thy Caſe more deſperate than his was, 
whoſe Converſion has now been related? If | 
any one ſhould think ſo, yet not worfe ſure 
than the Perſons the Apoſtle Paul wrote of, 
1 Corin, vi. 9, 10, 11. Great Sinners indeed, 

and ſuch, ſays he, were ſome of you, but ye are 
waſhed, but ye are ſanctiſied, but ye are juſtified 
in the Name of the Lord Feſus, and by the Spi- 
rit of our God, And again conſider, Eph. iii. 
1—11. Jou hath be quickned, who were dead in 
Treſpaſſes and Sins; wherein ye walked, &c. 
For by Grace are ye ſaved, &c. —— And once 

more, Titus iii, 38. For we ourſelves were 
_ alſo ſometimes fool i, diſobedient, &c. but ac- 
| cording to his. Mercy be hath ſaved us. O think 
not it's to late, or that you are ſoo much en- 


flaved 
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Aaved to be ſet free, or your Sins 00 great to be 
forgiven! Remember and muſe upon theſe 
three laſt mentioned Paſſages in Scripture *, 
and you'll ſee the chief of Sinners have been 
altered and faved, and divine Grace has tri- 
umph'd over all Oppoſition, Remember 
theſe, remember the Caſe of the deceaſed, 
but remember alſo that he thirſted after Kno]. 
ledge, that he loved and practiſed Prayer, 
that he loathed Sin, and himſelf for it, that 
he loved the Lofd Jeſus Chriſt, and deſired to 
obey him, and rely upon him. — O how 
thankful was he for ſome Knowledge of God 
and Jeſus Chriſt! See and Thou alſo wilt find, 
aſk and it ſhall be given, knock and it ſhall 
be opened. Chriſt has declared it moſt poſi- 
tively, that our heavenly Father will give his 
holy Spirit to thoſe who ſo ſeck for it, Luke xi. 
5—14. O that I might be honoured of God 
as a means of awakening ſome Soul to a con- 
cern to fly from the wrath which is to come! 
Be not thy own Self-Murtherer, unhappy Man, 
either by perſevering in Wickedneſs, or deſpair- 
ing of Pardon. Remember we are to ſtand 
together before the Tribunal of CHriſt &er long: 
How dreadful will your Caſe then be if it ap- 
pear thou wouldſt not hear Counſel, nor re- 
ceive Inſtruction when it was offered Thee. — 
5 N 51 bly. 
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* x Corin. vi, 9—12, Eph, ii. 111. Titus 
iii. 3—8. 
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an one as goeih on ſtill in his Treſpaſſes. And 


ſhall be humbled. O conſider, art Thou a match 


wilt thou do in the latter End? Will thy End 


treat them as their Sins deſerve) who ſet them- 


and of your ways, and doings which are not 


have Peace with him, thro? his well-beloved 


0 25 

515. From this Subject the determined Sin- 
ner ſees what he bas to expect. — What haſt 
thou to expect, O perverted miſerable Crea- 
ture! what, but that God himſelf will riſe up 
againſt, and cut thee down, however high 
and exalted thou mayſt appear to be, — God 
will bring thee down (if thou art reſolved in 
thy Crimes) with a terrible Blow, as ſays the 
Pſalmiſt P/ Ixviii. 21. But God will wound the 
Head of his Enemies, ang the hairy Scalp of ſuch 


Ija. x. 33. Behold the Lord, the Lord of Hoſts 
will lop the Bough with Terror, and the high ones 
of Stature ſball be hewn down, and the haughty 


for God ? Haſt Thou an Arm like his? Canſt 
Thou thunder with a Voice lize him? What 


never come? —— Meditate on the Queſtion 
which God himſelf puts to preſuming Sinners, 
Ezek. xxii. 14. Can thine Heart endure, or thy 
Hands be freng in the Days when I ſhall deal 
with thee ? 1 54 Lord have ſpoken it and I will 
do it, — He has faid he will deal with all (i. e. 


ſelves againſt him, and will not be reformed, 
Now theſe are they who go on in known wick 
ed ways, who fin wilfully, and knowingly 
day by day. — Be e to think of this, 


good! Imitate the Example which has been 
this Day ſet before you: Seek the Lord to 


Son, 
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Son, before he bring you down into the Pit of 


Deſtruction, (which may be very ſaddenly) 
and there be no Deliverer, 

O methinks Pm loth to leave thee unhappy 
Man! who art yet as the deceaſed once was, 
enſlaved by Sin. Wilt thou take no warn- 
ing from the dead, or the living, from Man, 
nor from God himſelf? Strange indeed |! 
let me however try once more to awaken thee ; 
Mercy invites thee, the Blood of Chriſt calls 
upon thee, turn, turn and live! God ſweareth 
by himſelf he taketh no Pleaſure in thy Death, 
but that thou turn from thy evil ways, and then 


will he have Mercy on thee, Ezeł. xxx111. 10, 


11. Does he not ſay, Let the wicked Man 


forſake his evil way, and the unrightecus Man his 


Thoughts, and turn unto the Lord, and he will 
have Mercy upon him, and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon bim, Iſa. lv. 7. Does he 


not in another Place ſay, Waſh ve make ye clean, 


put away the evil of your doings from before mine 
Eyes, ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, &c. 
And then adds, Come now let us reaſon together 
faith the Lord; tho? your Sins be as Scarlet, they 


all be white as Snow, tho they be like Crimſon, 


they ſhall be as J/o0l, Iſaiah i. 16.—19, W hen 
Perions begin ſincerely to ſet about Reforma» 
tion, tho? they can by no means either ſan*ti- 
ſy, or juſtify themſeives, yet they Act the 
part that 1s right, their Prayers are then likely 
ro be heard, and anſwered ; whereas without 
this their Prayers are Avomination, if offered 


with a Reſolution to go on in their Inigquities.— 
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| 84 ) 
I ſhall leave with you who are of this Cha- 
racter thoſe Words which are recorded Prov. 
1. 20 to the End (to be read ſeriouſly in ſecret) 
only obſerving you'll find there that Sinners 
are invited to turn, bur not doing ſo are moſt 
awfully threatned that the Time will come 
when they ſhall cry for Help but ſhall not find 
it, becauſe they hated Knowledge, and did not © 
chuſe the Fear of the Lord, that therefore diſ- 
treis, and Deſolation ſhall come upon them as 
a Whirlwind. — O, think of this, for then 
will the high Tree be brought down and raiſed 
no more! But further, 
Grthly. To prevent any miſtake, or abuſe if 
the Doctrine of free Grace, with regard to the 
Recovery and Sanctification of Sinners, it's 
proper to obſerve that tho* the Work be the 
Lord's, yet he has appointed, and uſes Means 
in bringing it to paſs, and therefore none are 
to go on in their Sins, or in Sloth, and think 
Grace will abound. 
In whichſoever Interpretation we underſtand 
the Text, we yet diſcern the Means uſed. 
Cyrus was the Inſtrument in bringing down 
Babylon, and ſetting God's People at Liberty. 
—— The Apolile's "Preaching, Travels, La- 
bours, miraculous Acts of Charity and Mercy, 
Fc. were inſtrumental in breaking down Satan's 
+ ftrong Holds, and ſpreading the Goſpel. The 
Perſon whole Recovery has now been related, 
was led by God to uſe the beſt Means he could, 
and this with the greateſt Diligence, loſing none 
of his Time in idle Converſation, but either 
| con- 
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* (8) 
conſidering his Ways, and bewailing them, 
or looking up to the Lord Jeſus; or praying 
and meditating, hearing God's Word read, 
religious Converſation, or what might help him 
forward in Knowledge, Faith, and Holigeſs, 
thus he filled up his latter End. — Let us go 
and do likewiſe, remembring that God is the 
God of Order. and not of Confuf on, having let- 
tled in the religious Life, a regular and orderly 


way of proceeding, as well as in bis Worſhip. 


He has appointed Prayer, his Word, Sabbath, 
Ordinances, Sacraments, has called for Watch- 
fulneſs, Self-denial, Self-examination; has re- 
quired us to ſhun the Paths of the wicked, to 
aſſociate with religious Perſons, to think on 
our Mortality, to conſider our ways, and be 
wile, to remember we muſt ſtand before the 
Judgment Seat of Chriſt to be judged, that we 
muſt ſpend an Eternity in Heaven's Joys, with 
all the Bleſſed, with the dear Redeemer and 
God himſelf, (Zeb. xii. 22, — 25,)z or elle 
be thruſt down into the Torments of the 
Damned, to be for ever with the Devil, and 
all the Apoſtate Spirits, and the Souls of wicked 
Men. I fay, God has required us to think on 
theſe things, to uſe our Underſtandings, and not 
live a thoughtleſs, ſenſual, worldly, brutiſh, 
Lite, which will moſt certainly iſſue in weep- 
ing wailing, and gnaſhing of Teeth for ever “. 

O think of theſe Things my Friends for your 
| Soul's 


* Matt. viii. 12. Lat Gi, 24. — 31. 
Mark ix 43 to the End, | 
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(86) 
Soul's Sake! Why will you periſh when God 
is waiting on you to be gracious, and requires 
but what is fo re ſonable at your Hands ? — 


Once more, 
9. As we have ſeen from the Text, and. 2 


Example of him who is gone (we truſt) to 


Glory, that God is in Chriſt the Author of the 
ſaving Change, that tis he who ſpraks and does 
zt, let us have our Eyes and Hearts up to him, 
thro? the Lord Jcſus, that he will alſo do the 
like for us. — Such who are yet in Darkneſs, 
let them (uſing preſcribed M=ans) beg Light 


from him; ſuch as are enſlaved, let them (v- 


ſing Means) aſk Deliverance, and ſay, Lord [peat 
the Word and we ſhall be ſaved Such who are 
prevailingly recovered, O ſeek more Holineſs, 


Spirituality, and heavenly Mindedneſs Beg 


that you may abound in, and be filled with 
all the Fruits of Righteouſneſs which are (as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks Phil. i. 11.) by Feſus Chriſt to 
the Glory and Praiſe of God. Thus will you 


be green and flouriſhing, and like the beauti- 


ful Repreſentation, F/. i. 3. Like a Tree planted 
by the Rivers of Water, he bringeth forth his 
Fruit in his Seaſon : tis Leaf 00 ſpall not 
wither, and whatſoever he doth ſhall profper., — 
But if ſlothful and inſincere, then as in v. 47h. 
The ungodly are not ſo, but are like the Chaff 
whith the Wind driveth away. Conſider 
theſe Things, and the Lord give you Under« 
RanCing 1 in all Things. 
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The Joy of a remarkable Converſion, 0. | 


„ | 
HEN God reveai'd his gracious Name, 
And changed my mournful State, 


My Rapture ſeem'd a pleafing Dream, 


The Grace appear'd fo great. 
„ II. | 
The World beheld the wondrous Change, 
And did thy Hand confeſs : 
My Tongue broke out in unknown Strains, - 
And ung ſurprizing Grace. 
III. 
Great is the N rk, my Neighbours. cry'd, 
And own'd the Power divine, 
Great is the work my Heart reply'd 
And be the Glory thine, 
| „ 
The Lord can clear the darkeſt Skies, 
Can give us Day for Night; 
Make Drops of ſacred Sorrow riſe 
To Rivers of Delight. 
| V. 
Let thoſe that ſow in dar kneſs wait 
Till the fair Harveſt come, 
They ſhall confeſs their ſheaves are great, 
And ſhout the Bleſſings home. 
VI. 
Tho? Seed lie buried long in Duſt, 
It ſhan't deceive their Hope; 
The precious Grain can neer be loſt. 


For Grace inſures the Crop. 
Dr Watts' s Verſion, 
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1 The Author not having an Os 1 to . 
4e, Aulher not paving an Opportunity to correct the 


Preß, hath occaſioned the following 
] N the Dedicat. pag. vi. I. 16. read betimes. — In 


the Memoirs, Paß. 13, I. ult. for Itielf read itſelf. 
Pag. 21 read izIpevev. Pag. 29 |. 19. read nothing. 


Pag. 30. J. 2. for Are thy read Are they. Pag. 5. 


J. 27. read touched. ag. $6. L6 N. Por rus _ 
Pag. 63. I, ult. read Loqui gee: 5 P P > 


Compaſſionate Advice to the Young Reader, Morning 


and Evening Prayers, Short Meditations, ec. 


The Second Edition, with Additions, Leading the 


Iaſtructor to guard his Pupil againſt many of the Evil 


Principles and Practices of Popery. Price 4 4. or 


3 5. 61. per Doz. 
II An Earneſt Invitation to all Prophane Perſons to 


Repent: oran Help for Recovery from the detcſtable 
Habit of prophane Swearing and Curſing: with a ipccial 
regard to the Army and Navy. | 

III The Sabbath-Breaker's Monitor; or an Farneſt 


Invitation to all Violator's of the Lords-Day to return to 


their Duty. „ | | 
Theſe tus Tracts are 3d. each ſingle, or 16s. per Hun- 
dred to thoſe Pious and truly Charitable Perſons, tobo lend 


their Aſſiflance to put a flop to PROPHaNEtNEss, and Iu- 
' MORALITY, by diſperſing among the Poor, Tratls fuiied to 


_ thoſe” Purpoſes. 


IV A Friendly Addreſs to Britiſh Mariners, more eſ- 
pecially thoſe in the Royal Navy. Price 24. or 105. 6d, 
ter Hundred, to thoſe that give them away. 
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